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Chapter One

Understanding Islam
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Fundamentals of Islamic law and jurisprudence:

Quranis the sourcef belief and at the same tintas the source of
extracting juridical lawand ruls. Sense Quran is not specifyidgtails in
most situations; God is guiding humans to use analogical and critical
reasoning in their effort to look for specific rulings using the following
sources dQuranic text, ZProphetic tradition, 3Context; and 4Custom.

With this guidance Quranals provided explanations for all things.

{We have sent down tgou the Book explaining all things, a Guide, a
Mercy, and Glad Tidings to Muslims. Nahl 89}

1-The Quranic text: Some might think that the new developments in health

care and in medicalciences require digging in what is called exéstual

sources. This is because these new developments are not mentioned by name

in the Quran. The word genes is not written in the Quran so as the brain

death concept. However, this understanding not ateu&God is calling us

to meditate in the Quran in order to understand the text higher objectives,

and higher intentions. We,armlthe t o fAr ez
effective cause determined by the text itself in order to explain textual ruling
(taregRamadan Radical Refojnthen use the same cause or the wise

purpose in order to extract rules, when humanity are confronted with new

guestions.

{andif the Quran is recited listen up and heao that you may receive
mercyAraf 204



This mandates understanding the spirit of the text by scholars to produce the
juridical opinion. This poses the question what type of scholars should stand
up for this task? Is it a person who studies the Quran and know nothing

about empirical sciences dndsocial sciences? In Islam there is no such

thing called theologian. Religion is for all.

In the QuranGod has praised those who acquire science and the believers.
Thereforeit is the task of each group of specialist (ecorsgntawyers,

sociologist Agriculture scientists, physiciamsn d engi neer séext
dedicatehemselves to study, and attain a more exact knowledge of the
peculiar views of their religion, so as to be able to come up with juridical

opinion, in relation to their field of specialty

These specialist need to understand objectives and goals of the Quranic
revelation.

At the top of the hierarchy of higher goals of the Quran lieydingreason

why human beingsame to occupy earth; that is to worship God mainly by
taking the respaibility of building earth and establishing committees were
people lead virtues life in order to promote their welfare and best interest.
To fulfill this objective two main subordinating objectives should be secured,

these are:

- Preserving life

- Preserving Qality of life

In addition to saving life; preserving life concept entails preserving bodily
integrity. In order to preserve quality of life; human dignity should be
respected. Respecting human dignity can be achieved in the society by
securing three swdinating objectives these are

Healthy economy
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Safe society
Honoring Humanity

(Please see figures bellow)

1-Practically in order to establish healthy economy God ordered the

following:

Mandatory financial Rights (Zakat literally mean: purify and sanctify): the
right of the poor in the acquisitions of the rich. These rights are in different
proportions based on the type of the acquisitions (cash money, land, house;
st ock hol dext).vleegights mbntaldssther than theharity

ong encompasses the highest degree of preserving the poor dignity. It is not
a favor from rich to poor; on the contrary it is a favor that the pos thay

rich. The poor accepting their rights thieyenelpingrich purify themselves

from becoming so attached for the acquisitigxisd it purify the poor from
envying the rich. ARich Muslim is free to enjoy the rest of his money after
giving up the money rights.

{103. Of their goods, take alms, that gou might purify and sanctify them;

and pray on their behalf. Verily thy prayers are a source of security for

them: And Allah is One Who heareand knowe.} Tauba

Zakatis 2.5% of the cash money that has been saved for a year. There are so
many differentulings for differentacquisitions

Give just measure and weight, No dealing in fraud, respect contracts,
honesty

9 Fair deals which mean no abuse for others need

1 CharitySadagaththat maintain the poor dignity

{267. O yuwho believe! Give of the good things whicbwyhave

[honourably] earned, and of the fruits of the earth which We have
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produced for you, and do not even aim at getting anything whichas, in
order that out of it youmay give away something, when you yselves
would not receivet except with closed eyeAnd know that Allah is Free

of all wants, and worthy of all praise.}Bagara

Also

{ The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the Way of Allah, is as
the likeness of a grain (of corn); it grows savears, and each ear has a
hundred grains. Allah gives manifold increase to whom He pleases. And
Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, AlKnower. Those who
spend their wealth in the Cause of Allah, and do riollow up their gifts
with remindes of their generosity or with injury their reward is with their
Lord. On them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. Kind words and
forgiving of faults are better than Sadaqgah (charity) followed by injury.
And Allah is Rich (Free of all wants) and HesiMostForbearing.} 261
262-263 Baqgara

Islam fights interest (usury) so that money does not gather in the hands of
certain few minorities, while the majorities suffer. Money is generated by
work not by money. In this sense Islam is putting more pressyseapie to
be more active.

{O you who believe! Be afraid of Allah and give up what remains (due to
you) from Riba (usury) (from now onward), if you are (really) believers.
And if you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and His
Messengelt but if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. Deal not
unjustly (by asking more than your capital sums), and you shall not be
dealt with unjustly (by receiving less than your capital sums). And if the

debtor is in a hard time (has no money), theragt him time till it is easy



for him to repay, but if you remit it by way of charity, that is better for you
if you did but know.}279280-281 Baqara

Waorship only God mainly by taking the responsibility of building earth and

establishing committees were people lead virtues life in order to promote their
welfare and best interest

Preservine lif
Preserving Quality of life (dignity)

/ !
Healthy Safe Honoring Preserving
economy society Humanity bodily
Jl, integrity
/l-F inancial Rights\ 4 ™\ / \
2- Just measures,
weight, No fraud, - Securt 1-Intrinsic Dignity
respect contracts, -Securing .
Hoﬂ esty, fair deals families 2- Acquiring knowledge
(no(;lS;e for the 2- Securing 3- Freedom
needy society
3-No usury 3- Preserving Mind
4-Charity
\S-Work as worship/ - J \ /

2-In order to establish safe society God ordered the following:

A- Good relations with in family structer this is achieved by:
1- Securing Mariage; Marriage higher goal,idwelling in tranquility,
achieving compassion and mercy between the two partners.

{ 21. And among His Signs is this, that He created for you mates from
amongyourselves, that yomay dwell in tranquillity with them, and He
has putcompassiorand mercy between your [hearts]: verily in that are
Signs for those who reflect.} Roum



In order to meet these higher goals the relationship between man and
woman is based consultation. Mongg, Just distribution for burdens and
benefits should be reached by each couple according to their own
convenienceBut men have more burdens than wontesrbidding adultery,
Is another rule that aims to protect family build up.

{34. Men are the (Qawamax) of women, because Allah has given the one
more [strength] than the other, and because they support them from their

means. } Nisa34

The wordQwamooraccording to Arabic dictionaries (al muhegtvaseet

lisan Al Arabext) meansstanding up in uprighgosition while doing
something operforming to the excellence. Also; to abide by not to abandon!
Qwamoons exaggerationsgegat Mubalagain performing the affairs of

someone aiming for his best interest.

Men areQwamoormeans:To abide by woren takingcare of them and

their affairs, servingandfinancially supportingtékaful).

TheQwamoorns a burden on men not a privildgerequires that the

stronger takes care of the weaker rather than using his power to control the
weaker.

God saidtheir burdens (for women)are equitable to their duties and men

have a step over them}

If the step meanQuwamah(according to the eims of most exegesis) then

women rights are more. Woméurdensare qual t o mends but
more burdea This poses the question: who runs the family?

God said &nd their affairs are based on consultatioighura



This is the way to achieweanquility, compassion and merbgtween the

two.

Securing the relationship between parents and their offspring

{23.Your Lord hasdecreed that you worship none but Him, and that you
be kind to parentsWhether one or both of them attain old age your life,
say not to them a word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in
terms of honour. 24. And, out of kindnesk®wer to them the wing of
humility, and say: "My Lord! bestow on them Your Mercy even as they

cherished me in childhood." Isra}

Securing the relationship between family members

{But kindred by blood have prior rights
against each other in the Book of Allal}5 Anfal

{Then, isit to be expected of you, if you were put in authority, that yeill
do mischief in the land, and break your ties of kith and kinRMuhammad
22

Good relatios within society:

1-Brotherhood

{10.The Believers are but a single Brotherhood: So make peace and
reconciliation between your two [contending] brothers; and fear Allah,
that youmay receive Mercy.} Hujurat

2-Ethical society; members are to adopt exalted manners



{11. O you who believdlet not some men among you laugh at others: It
may be that the [latter] are better than the [former]: Nor let some women
laugh at others: It may be that the [latter are better than the [former]: Nor
defame nor be sarcastic to each other, nor call each othe[offensive]
nicknames: lll seeming is a name connoting wickedness, [to be used of
one] after he has believed: And those who do not desist are [indeed] doing
wrong.

{12. O you who believe! Avoid muduspiciors: indeedsome suspicios

are sins. And spynot, neither backbite one anothémujurat

{58. Allah daeescommand you to render back your Trusts to those to whom
they are due; And whenou judge betweemen that you judge with

justice: Verily how excellent is the teaching which He gesgou! For

Allah is He Who hearer and seall things.}Nisa

{ 86. When a [courteous] greeting is offered you, meet it with a greeting
still more courteous, or [at least] of equal courtesy. Allah takes careful

account of all things.}Nisa

3-Healty pluralistic universe\o discrimination or racism.

{13. O mankind! We created you from a male and a female, and made you
into nations and tribes, that you may know each oth&erily the most
honoured of you in the sight of Allah is[he who is] the most righteous of
you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well acquaint¢dHujurate 13
Respect for the other free choice

{Had your God so willed, all people on earth would have believed. Will you

compel mankind against their well to believe?}
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{40. Whether We shall showou part of what we promised them or taker
cause you to dieyour duty is to make [the Message] reach them: it is our

part to call them to account. } Rad

4- Equal atizenrightsfor Muslims anchon-Muslimsbased on the place of

inhabitance.

Muslims andhon-Muslimscitizens are autonomous evaluatorstaite
policies. Citizens share the val
individualism

Non-Muslims Citizen Rights

After Muhammadmigration toMedinafrom his homeaown of Mecca he
established an agreement known asGbastitution of Medindetween the
major Medinanfactions, including the Jewish tribesB&nu QaynugaBanu
Nadir, andBanu Qurayzadhat secured equal rights for both Jews and
Muslims as long as Jews remained politically supporMslim and

Jewish clansigned a pact to protect each other.

A larger spirit of respect, acceptance, and comradeship prevailed, as
recorded in a late chapter of the Qur'an:

{We sent down the Torah, in which there is guidance and light, by which
the Prophets who surrendered to Geawill provided judgments for the
Jewish people. Also, the rabbis and doctors of the Law (did likewise),
according to that portion of God's Book with which they were entrusted,

and they became witnesses to it
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mecca
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_Medina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banu_Qaynuqa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banu_Nadir
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banu_Nadir
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banu_Qurayza

God has sent down (including the Torah), they are indeed unbelievers.}
(5:44)

AThe Constitution of Medina also known as th€harter of Medina, was
drafted by thdslamic propheMuhammad It constituted a formal
agreement betwedviuhammadand all of the significant tribes and families
of Yathrib (laterknown asMeding, includingMuslims, Jews and

pagans’®? The document was drawn up with the explicit concern of
bringing to an end the bitter inter tribal fighting between the clans dfwse
(Aus) andKhazrajwithin Medina. To this effect it instituted a number of
rights and responsibilities for tiduslim, Jewish and pagan communities of

Medina bringing them within the fold of one commu#itthe Ummah !

The precise datingféhe Constitution of Medina remains debated but
generally scholars agree it was written shortly afteHijra (622) It
effectively established the first Islamic state. The Constitution established:
the security of the community, religious freedoms, the role of Medina as a
(Arabic: haram) or sacred place (barring all violence and weapons), the
security of women, stable tribal relations within Medina, a tax system for
supporting the community in time of conflict, parameters for exogenous
political alliances, a system for granting protectof individuals, a judicial

system for resolving disputes
Rights of non-Muslims

The nonMuslims included in theummah community had the following
rights#!!

. Thesecurity of God is equal for all grou38,
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2. Non-Muslim members have equal political and cultural rights as Muslims.
They will have autonomy and freedom of religith.

3. Non-Muslims will take up arms against the enemy of the Ummah and share
the cost of war. There is to be no treachery between th&*two.

4. Non-Muslims will not be obliged to take part in religious wars of the

Muslimsd.[?®!

Sourcehttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution of Medina

Clearly the statef Madinah is a liberal state that adopted communitarian
strategy. All groups (majority and minorities) engage democratic
procesgo determine whiclpublic policies should be adopted in order to

apply the Quranic constitution.

{And their affairs are based on consultation}
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Safe Society

Good relation within society

1-Securing families

[ (marriage) \ \ 4 ™
a-Consultation (Parents) - 1-Brotherhood
b-No illegal sex A-interaction
c- justice based on 2- Ethical society;
d-compassion goodness Relatives amdi}m:):;salatreed to
E-Men as care ) A- Kindness p
takers and Bj Lowering B- Charity manners
sponsers for wings B
women C-taking care (old Eb?n(()ito‘ai 3- _Pluralistic
F- Each provides age) universe
habitat for D-No word of
the other contempt 4- Citizen Muslims
E- No repeltion and non-Muslims
;/ \_ / o J equal Rights

—

3-Honoring Humanity §lease see figure below)
A- Intrinsic Dignity: each human has value because of him being human.

Thisrequires that no discrimination on any ground is acceptable.

{1. O mankind! reverence your Guardiahord, who created you from a
single self, created, of like nature, His mate, and from them twain
scattered [like seeds] countless men and womeayerenceillah,
through whom youdemand your mutual [rights], and [reverence] the

wombs [That bore you]: for Allah ever watches over you.} Nisa

{70. We have honoured the sons of Adam; provided them with transport on
land and sea; given them for sustenance thinggsod and pure; and

conferred on them special favours, above a great part of our

creation. }Isra
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While Jews and Christian hold the Idea that they are honored due to human
personhood as the fAi mage of Godo; God
we are avare of. He is beyond human reasoning. In Islam God has honored

human beings with their rationality and free will. Based on their reason

human beings entertain freewill. With their free well they are called for the

election whether to obey God or obey thagsires. This is the trust that man

undertook.

{72. We did indeed offer the Trust to the Heavens and the Earth and the

Mountains; but they refused to undertake it, being afraid thereof: but man

undertook it- He was indeed unjust and foolish;} Ahzab

Godhas al so given the ATrusto and free\
He has honored human above them. There are also other reasons for being

honored that we are not aware off.

{61. Behold! We said to the angels: "Bow down unto Adam": They bowed
downexcept Satan: He said, "Shall | bow down to one whafau did

create from clay?" 62. He said: "Se¥ou? this is the one whonYou has
honoured above me! Ii¥ou will but respite me to the Day of Judgment, |

will surely bring his descendants under my swagll but a few!"}
B-God orders Readingducation and acquiring knowledge. Quran instructs

people to excel in secular sciences, Quran sciences, historical sciences,

human sciences, and cosmos sciences.

14



{1. Read! in the name of yourord and Cherisher, Who cratedCreated
man, out of aleach Read! And thy Lord is Most Bountiful, He Who
taught [the use of] the perATaught man that which he knew not.}Igraa
Historical sciences

{Do they not travel through the earth, and see what was the end of those
before them? Bt the home of the hereafter is best, for those who do right.
Will you not then understand?}Yusef 109

Human and earth sciences

{ On the earth are signs for those of assured Faith, &#so in your own
selves: Will younot then see? And in heaven is your $&isance, as [also]
that which youare promised. Then, by the Lord of heaven and earth, this
Is the very Tuth, as much as the fact that yatan speak intelligently to
each other. } Zariyat 223

Cosmo science

{with power did We construct the heavererily, We are expanding it}47
Zariyat

Man becomes to believe in God if he acquires knowledge
{those among His Worshipers who are scholars (have knowledge) truly
fear God 35:28}

The Quran is always calling on human intelligence to observe aefidot

It teaches us that in the order of the universe as well as in that of the reveled
text (Quran) we get to know Allah. The Quran orsarg to examine the

natural order in the universe. First human beings need to study what is
immediately visible to the eypthe sky , the earth , the sun, the moon, the

stars, trees, water springs, vegetation, the desert, animals and the rest of

15



cosmos Thehuman intelligencés thereby invited to observe and study
those elements but also to become aware that some defumiiersal

natural laws exist thus:
{ 5. The sun and the moon follow courses [exactly] computed; Rahman}

We are made to notice that baltie sun andhemoon

{ Float along, each in its rounded course. Anbya 33}
And that

{It is not permitted to the Sun toatch up the Moon, nor can the Night
outstrip the Day: Each [just] swims along in [its own] orbit [according to
Law]. }40Yasin

Knowledgeable have special statlibey are the believers.

{Alldh bears witness thaio God butHe (L& ilaha illa Huwa), and the
angels,and those having knowledgg@lso give this witness); (He is always)
maintaining His creation in JusticeNo God butHe (La ilah illa Huwa),

the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.}18 Al Umran

c-Freedom (will be discussed latter in the Book)

d-Preservingvind

The mind controls the body not vise versance o indulging in sex, food,
or any desiresRather enjoy without attachmeriinjoy without being
extravagant. MoreoveMuslim has to be competent all the time. Getting
drunk or drug addicted not only €laves the individual to these addictions
but also he will become inclined to do what normally he does not do.
However the gradualist of applying this rule (which should be a curriculum

for Muslim convers our timeto follow) shows thenagnificenceof Islam.

First Allah introduced that intoxicants are not good sustenance.
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{67. And from the fruit of the datgpalm and the vine, you get out
intoxicants drink and good sustenance: behold, in this also is a sign for
those who are wise.}

In Arabic language the separati@ay using andpetween intoxicants drink
and good sustenance implies timibxicantdrinks do not belong to good
food.

Second Allah emphasized that intoxicantsraeonlyrepugnant drinkgut
alsoinclude harm.

{219.They ask you concerning wine and gambling. Say: "In them is great
sin, and benefits for humans; but the sin is greater than the
profit."}Bagara

Then it became forbidden to drink during certain portion of the day.
{43. O you who believe! Approach not pragewith a mind befogged, uriti
you can understand all that yosay, }Nisa

Then it became forbidden all the time.

{93. O you who believe! Intoxicants and gambling, (dedication of) stones,
and (divination by) arrows, are an abominatior,of Satan's handiwok:
Eschew such(abomination), that yanay prosper.

94. Satan's plan is (but) to excite enmity and hatred between you, with
intoxicants and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah,

and from prayer: Will you not then abstain?} Maedah
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Honoring Humanity

[I-Intrinsic Dignity ] [2- Acquiring

knowledge

] [ Freedom

] [ Preserving Mind ]

W

e D

1-All races are Equal
2-No Discrimination

3-Men and Women
are equal but unique

v

!

/

1-Science as means
to believe in God.

2-Scienties as
Honorable

3-Studying Quran,
and sacular sciences

\

/

1- Respect of
cultural diversity

2-Respect of
personal decision
about his belief

~N

\L

The mind controls
the body not vise
versa

[-No indulging in
sex, food, or any
desires rather enjoy
without attachment

2- No intoxicants

\ / as worship \ / A-No drugs
B-No Alcohol
\ / C-Ng smi)okiﬁg

The seond source of extraction juridical law is Prophetic traditeamgal)

which includes his deeds (how to perform the pragilgrimage ext); only

the authentic of prophetic narrations and approvals (which should be subject
to further investigation). Qurasetermines major principles (sometimes

states number of details), while the sunnah functioretail, clarify, and
illustrate thereby it occupies secondary position. Reaffirming this classical
and acknowledged subordinate relation of the sunnah Qublen amounts

to liberating the Quran from specific contextual interpretation offered by
Medina period alone. Indeed the later illustrates the meaning of legal ruling
and determines a particular mode of interpretation but it cannot close off the
Quran andlivine higher universal objectives into a particular, historically

dated, and quite specific implementation. From Ramaai@ical reform

18



The third source of extraction juridical law is the context:

Immersion in social reality, is a big challenge for gnbsw are involved in

rule extraction from the text. There is no rule that can function in an abstract
manner. Understanding that God has descend His creed to better off the
public welfare and to protect peopl ed:
as he guidance for thse how are studying the tekaking human life

easier, is the main aim of the Islamic law. Hence implementing a ruling that
concerns social affairs and interpersonal relations should be followed by
examining the consequences of this lenpentation. By looking at
consequences scholars (the expert scientist) will be able to reflect on their
ruling. This approach will enable them to decide whether to maintain;
develop or even abrogate their juridical opinion. When Health care
professionalgre not only scholars in Medicine but also scholar in their
religion they are in the best position to extract ruling. The argument that they
need a priori knowledge such as studying the historical schools and the old
interpretations of the Quran was usgdsome in order to monopolize the
extraction process so as to gain power and authority that God did not grant
man. These old interpretations were subject to the exegesis mode, level of
knowledge, historical, political context that the exegesis lived girou

Reading Quran with deliberation and doing our best in order to apply it in
every second in our life keeps the process of extraction of juridical opinion
dynamic and flexible. It is also important in increasing people awareness of
Godos pr e sliienTheecurrent situatioe of assigning men
responsible of telling this is lawful and this is not; resulted in general
population how have inactivated the use the of faculty of brain using. The
mass are like: why should I think if the Muslim scholar #a® like having

proxy to think for me. Prophet Mohamed companions practiced critical

19



reasoning without out studying the sunni or shiei schools as there were no
such thing at their time. They understood the Quran in its beautiful simple
way. | can hear Mslims who are used to the situation of being Quhaty

free and have no motivation to change their attitude saying: oh the Prophet
companions lived with the prophet! They saw hittho are we to

comparing ourselves to them! My answer to Hrigument isThe prophet is

alive with us too; we learned his legacy. We know how many white hairs
were there in his beard. Prophet Mohamed companions as well as scholars
who lived in the past did analogical and critical reasoning in their effort for
rule extractiond suit their own context putting in mind that Islam higher

I ntention Is to promote peopleds wel fz:
harm either to themselves or others. Similarly today it is specialist duty to
extract rules to suit their own current cotitdn doing so we should take

into account the society customs; as each society has its own specificity and

loaded with inherently good practices.

{122. Nor should the Believers all go forth togethénly if from each

group among them fewo forth to devoting themselves to studies in

religion, and admonish the people when they return to them }Tauba
(Repentance)

What we need to learn from early scholars, is the methodology , analogy,
critical thinking, and argumentation they used to exttaetrules rather than

the extracted rules themselves. Muslims today suffer from applying these old
rules as is, totally isolated from time and place. Although some ruling is still
valid, lots need renewal. AsBhafie (one of the four schools leasle

traveled from Iraqg to Egyptas a result he changed the rulings of his Iraqi

school; because he figured they are not suitable for Egyptians. In my view,

20



this behavior is the reason behind AShafie becoming a leader; namely his
mind was fixable and open as\vas aware of people actual living
circumstances, habits, and practices. We hear Scholars today calling for
applying the exact same rule that AShafie extracted worldwide. It can
happen that a scholar on TV live broadcast show, instructs an individual
seeking the juridical opinion with a rule from AShafie school. If the
individual happen to question AsBhafierule; the Scholareplies by asking
that individual: do know better than AShafie to argue with his reasoning?
| claim that if AshShafie waslive today, he would have invalidated lots of

his school rulings.

For our time, each group of specialist should form interdisciplinary teams in
order to strive (Jihad) to find an answer that stems from the Quran to the
problem in questionGod saidOnly if from each group among them few

God did not sapnly if few.

By doing so the team members are simultaneously opening their hearts to
comprehending Goddés words. These team:
result of this deliberation process the relatiopsetween Allah and each
member of the team deepens. The community as a whole will be making a
step towards living up to the faith. This will constitutes the seeds of
developing countries Renaissance. | personally uphold the idea that the
creation of MuBm scholars cast was number one reason that resulted in the
dark ages we are living now. Muslim scholars cast phenomena and the
related monopoly of juridical extraction (Fatwa) is innovation in the religion;
therefore should disappear from our communitidsreover the inability of
individuals in the Muslim community to call the scholars to public debates

in addition to the systemic watering down for any contradictory voices and
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to social stigmatization for scholars with new approaches in understanding
andinterpreting the Quran are another major factors why Muslim societies

should get rid of scholars authority. Another reason why extracting ruling

should be in the hands of community is that when people read the Quran

their mental capacity improve; they Wiecome more critical and less

subject to manipulation. Quran does notonlygve a mp|l es of Godod
answers to the polytheists but also orders us to argue with them. Itis

teaching Muslims to think.

{125. Invite [all] to the Way offour Lord with wisdom ad beautiful
preaching; and argue with them in ways that are best and most gracious:
for thy Lord knows best, who have strayed from His Path, and who receive
guidance.} Nuhl

{46. And do not argue with the People of the Book, except with means
better [thanmere disputation], unless it be with those of them who inflict
wrong [and injury]: but say, "We believe in the revelation which has come
down to us and in that which came down to you; Our Allah and your

Allah is one; and it is to Him we have submitted.} Ahkabot (Spider)

Meditating in the Quran will result in unifying Muslims. Public deeper
understanding about the text of God will serve as eye opener. The mass will
realize that the interpretations which are dividing them into sects were
subject to the mites and personal victory of the interpreter at that specific

historical context in which he lived.

{31. Turn your back in repentance to HirfAllah), and fear Him: establish

regular prayers and be not you among those who join gods with Allah,
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32. Those whaplit up their Religion, and become [mere] Seesach

party rejoicing in that which is with itself'} Rum

Muslims will realize that lots of what they were brought up to belief as
unlawful is in reality lawful. Islam is an easy religion.

{78. And strivein His cause as you ought to strive, [with sincerity and

under discipline]. He has chosen you, and has imposed no difficulties on
you in religion} Hajj

The public will be able to tell man made rules that were put forth using false
fundamentals such as the called iconsensusijma). Emam ibn Hanbal

who was the head of one of the f@&unni schools saithow ever claims

thatconsensus is among the fundamentals is a liar.

Another man made source is(Arabic: Sad Al Zaraea) to upgrade lawful

to unlawful. This can be done using the logic that lawful might encourage
people to do the unlawful. The criterion of upgrading is very subjective and
totally up to thescholar to make up whatever ruling he feels appropriate.
This manmade source is the source of hungous problems Muslims face

today.

{116. But say not for any false thing that your tongues may put forth,
"This is lawful, and this is forbidden," so as to ascribe false things to
Allah. For those who ascribe false things to Allah, will never prosper.
117. [In such falsehood] is but a paltry profit; but they will have a most

grievous Penalty.} Nahil

{59. Say: "See you what things Allah lsssent down to you for sustenance?

Yet you hold forbidden some things thereof arjdome things] lawful.” Say:
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"Has Allah indeed permitted you, or do yaavent [things] to attribute to
Allah?"

60. And what think those who invent lies against Allah, of the Day of
Judgment? Verily Allah is full of bounty to mankind, but most of them are

ungrateful.} Yunis

3- Another man rade source is the abrogation, Abrogation means to annul

or cancel something with appropriate or legal authority.

AThe concept of abrogation" in the
verse (@ya) (commonly a verse in the Quran) that supersedes earéieima

the same Quran. The central ayah that deals with abrogation is

{None of Our (Ayat) revelations do We abrogate or cause to be forgotten,
but We substitute something better or simild¢nowest thou not that Allah

Has power over all things?Al Bagara106

In reality the above verse means thatGhgan abrogates all the previous
scriptures, specifically the scriptures sent to Musalasds I6aa), but not

I tsel f. 0 SoméoldMissginiom schol ar s

Farooq IbrahinThe Problem of Abrogation in the Quran

http://www.answeringslam.org/Authors/FHa@oq Ibrahim/abrogation.htm

The (Ayatsingular ayaphmeans a sign or miracli,does not mean written
text. The word ayat; ayatih has never been used in the Quran to mean verse

or written text. It means sign or miracle. Examples
{9. Do they not travel though the earth, and see what was the end of those
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before them? They were superior to them in strength: they tilled the soil
and populated it in greater numbers than these have done: there came to
them their messengers with Clear [Signs] ayatih. [Which thiejected, to
their own destruction]:It was not Allah Who wronged them, but they
wronged their own selves.}

{20. Among His Signg\yatin this, that He created you from dust; and
then- behold, you are men scattered [far and wide]!

21. And among His Signayatih is this, that He created for you mate

from among yourselves, that yanay dwell in tranquility with them, and

He has putkindnessand mercy between your [hearts]: verily in that are
Signs for those who reflect.

22. And among His Signs ayatih is tlegeation of the heavens and the
earth, and the variations in your languages and your colors: verily in that
are Signs for those who know.

23. And among His Signs ayatih is the sleep that ye take by night and by
day, and the quest that ye [make for livetibd] out of His Bounty: verily

in that are signs ayatih for those who hearken.

24. And among His Signs ayatih, He shows you the lightning, by way both
of fear and of hope, and He sends down rain from the sky and with it gives
life to the earth after it isdead: verily in that are Signs for those who are
wise.

25. And among His Signs ayatih is this, that heaven and earth stand by
His Command: then when He calls you, by a single call, from the earth,

behold, you [straightway] come forth} Rum

Quran is the besixegesis of its self. Therefore the ve{déone of Our

(Ayat) (revelations) do We abrogate or cause to be forgotten, but We
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substitute something better or similar: Knowest thou not that AllahdHa

power over all things?} Al Bagara:10@he word Ayah refis to the Quran

as a sign. It has abrogated all the previous scriptures (Ayat) specifically the
scriptures sentto Musaaddsus but not i1 tself . A The e
Bagarachapter witin which this verse is located reflects this meaning.
Howeve,somesc hol ar s use it to clam what eve

canceled.

Finally the formation of these community teams gives the opportunity for

those who are sincere in their belief to speak up.

Chapter Two

Understanding the modernbioethical principles in relation to Islam
In order to extract a framework and methodology of Islamic ruling
concerning new developments; one retecappreciate the relation between
general Islamic concepts and the American/European Principals. These
Principles araised by th&Vesternworld as a reference when confronted
with the dilemma of facing the new questions regarding medical discourse,

biomedical sciences, and human daily life.

Summary of general Islamic concepts:

As | have clarified irthe previous chapter everything in life is lawful unless
stated otherwise by the Quran or by a valid reasoning that results in
conclusion that stems from the Quran.

{This day are (all) things good and pure made lawful unto you.} Maedah 6
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2- Working, seeking @ucation, helpingach otherand improving the

situation of the world within which we live are forms of worship that have
more weight than rituals.

{It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, and each and every act of obedience
to Allah, etc.) that you turryour faces towards east and (or) west (in
prayers); but AlBirr is (the quality of) the one who believes in Allah, the
Last Day, the Angels, the Book, the Prophets and givesmoney in spite

of love for it, to the kinsfolk, to the orphans, and &d-Masakin (the poor),

and to the wayfarer, and to those who ask, and to set slaves free, performs
As-Salat (Ilgamatas-Salat), and gives the Zakat, and who fulfill their
covenant when they make it, and who are-88birin (the patient ones,

etc.) in extremegooverty and ailment and at the time of fighting (during

the battles). Such are the people of the truth and they afduttaqin

(pious).} Bgara

3-Legal judgment frequently refers to common public interest, needs and
imperative necessity to explain howadlenges of our time should be faced.

(tareq)

4-Examining actual human context is important aspect maxiraction

process.

5-A beautiful rule in Islam (necessities render the prohibited permitted).
Necessities are situations in which the person badd beseriously

harmed

{173. He has only forbidden you dead meat, and blood, and the flesh of
swine,and that on which any other name has been invoked besides that of

Allah. But if one is forced by necessity, without willful disobedience, nor
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transgresing duelimits,- then is he guiltless. For Allah is Oftorgiving

Most Merciful}. Bagara

The question here is the principles used by the modern society tolerated by
Islam? To answer we need to study the relation between these principles and

Islam
First: The American principles

The first principle is respecting autonomy. If autonomy means freedom: that
Is to be able to decide by yourself based on your fidenat to be coerced

by others then it is from Islam. However, defining autonomy as freedom is
notaccurate as | will explain below.

Freedom is the spirit of Islam:

1-"Man in Islam is a supreme creature granted \ibwledgetherefore,

has an inherent right to chdsB®ecision shall be respected if it is taken
autonomously'However, the individualt®uld also be ready to accept the
consequences of his autonomous decisidisamples on this, one of which

is in Adam's story narrated in the Qur'an; Adam, who ate the forbidden fruit

in the Heaven, understood the his slip and then he showed his regret by

sayind

{They said (Adam andis wife); "Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves.
If you forgive us not, and bestow not upon us Your Mercy, we shall

certainly be of the losels

Adam willingly chose the wrong course of action. He was free to slip. When

he realized his slip he asked for God forgiveness. God granted him his wish.
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{And his Lord pardoned him (accepted his repentance). Verily, He is the
One Who forgives, the Most Meifal}

2- God bestowed man with both knowledge and capabilities. For this

particular gift people are held accountable of their actions.

Godtells human beings in the Qur'an that

{" Whosoever intercedes for a good cause will have the reward thereof, and
whosoever intercedes for an evil cause will have a share in its burden. And
God is Ever AiAble to do (and also an AlWitness to) everythinit}

3- Based on the freedom given by God to man, the later can choose to obey

God or disobey Him. God addresggephet Mohammed:

{But if they turn away,your duty is only to preach the clear Message}
There are consequences for the choice in the life after:
{"So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom, shall see it. And

whosoever does evil equal to theight of an atom, shall see it"}

4-According to Islam human must practice his own opinions. God forbids

people from following the misleading majority.

{And if you obey most of those on earth, they will mislead you far away
from Allah's. They follow notling but conjectures, and they do nothing
but lie}Al Anam 116

5-Islam forbids worshiping rulers and people in authority
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{we worship non but Allah, and that we associate no partners with Him,
and that none of us shall take others as Lords besides Allah}

{And your Lord has decreed that you worship non but Him}

6- Freedom of believaall prophets were not allowed to force people to their
faith. It follows that if prophets themselves are not supposed to compel

people, we definitely cannot compel each other.

{Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from Error:
whoeverrejects evil and believes in Allah Bgyrasped the most trustworthy

hand-hold that never breaks. And Allah hear and knowe all things}.

7- Freedom with respect for théher. Freedom that does not emphasize
individuality by ignorancethose whom we live with. This is called relational
autonomy/or negotiated consent. This is the basis of human interaction
especially between husband and wife, parents.

{And their affairs arebased on consultation}

8- Freedom that does not ignore the inherent agtt customjn the
society

{199. Hold to forgiveness; command whatasstom; But turn away from
the ignorant.}Araf

9- Each person is accountable for his own actions only. No one should
assign from himself a judge for the other thereby, the space for the other to

move is very broad.
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{ 15. Who receive guidance, receive it for his own benefit: who goes astray
do so to Is own loss: No bearer of burdens can bear the burden of
another: nor would We visit with Our Wrath until We had sent an

messenger [to give warning]Bani Israil, or the Children of Israel

10-God is the one who judges because He is the only one How knows the
person in totality. He is aware of our inner being. People should be able to

err without being stigmatized by others.

25.{ Your Lord know best what is in your selves: thiydo deeds b
righteousness, verily He is Most Forgiving to those who turn to Him again

and again [in true penitence]} Bani Isralil

Freedom is Islamic notion. But any fundamewtaiceptsuch as freedom

can be open to abuse and misinterpretation.

Autonomy from Wesdrn perspective

Autonomy as self determination means each can decide from choices and
laws he prescrilsfor himself. This implies the inherent possibility that
these self made laws are wrong, inconsistence, and sometimes even evil.
Autonomy that has sti@d as religious notion stemming from freedom
granted by God for human beindgigs developed to each human assigning
himself as his own god.

{have you seen not he whom made from his desires his god}

{Take not with Allah another object of worship; grou wil sit in disgrace

and destitution} Bani Israil
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As a result of self law; some high ranking political leaders of Serbs

(Moml i | o #&dBaijlijgann Haswdllas\Cipatdar i o YKor di |
launched wars! The Bosnian War or thaMh Bosnia and Herzegovina that
according to the most recent research places the number of killed people at
around 100,000110,000 and 1.8 million displacedHistory per witness of
totalitarian regimescharacterized by self laws.

Practicing autonomgs freedom should be neutralized by given choices

that stems from the Quran (for Muslims only), other scriptures for other
religion-followers each according to his own béline inherent good in the
society,good alture, tradition, common morality, edation, and reasoning

for all humans believers and non believers.

The notion of self determination is not only dangerous, but also runs the risk
that people living the so called the play culture (imposed by globalization;
emphasizing entertainmembdulging into desiresand self centered attitude)

are reshaped towards selfishness and individualism. Such attitude if adopted
by the majority can destroy many concrete will established religious values

such as social solidarity.

{Help you one another irvirtue, righteousness and piety; but do not help
one another in sin and transgression. And fear God. Verily, God is Severe

in punishment

Not all westerns agree on the autonomy principle prevailing over other

principles.

Beyleveld and Brown related freedaestricted by Beneficengeinciple to

human dignity. They distinguished bet

empower ment 0 and fAhuman théforgneri ty as cor
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emphasizes freedomo pur sue oneb6s autonomously
iIs more concered with duties than with human rights, and acts as constraint
on freedom on the interest of common good.(4 Andorno R).

Autonomy is not griori consensus. But it is in itself research of
transparency of decision making in the area of human rights. Human rights
cannot be restricted to a principle. We have to look at the consequences of
the application of the principle. If the principle is destngythe culture and

the resources of the community, then phiaciple application can provide
violation of human rights.

The second and third principles are Beneficence' andnadeficence:
Beneficence generally means doing gomdrighteous deeds. Nen

maleficence means refraining from doing harm

{Those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah), and work righteousness, all

kinds of happiness are for them and a beautiful place of (final) return}

In Islam being beneficent to others is a form of worshimesit is
commanded by Godsodcommands men not only to be noraleficentbut

also to be beneficent to each others. He says in the Qur'an;

{Verily! Those who believe and those who are Jews #m& supporters (for
Jesus) and Sabians, whoever believesAflah and the Last Day and do
righteous good deeds shall have their reward with their Lord, on them

shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve}

Doing good entails; being helpful, merciful and supportive to human beings,
animals, environmenand even the cosms. A person who leads his life in

accordance to these teachings shall be rewarded; God said
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{Worship God and join none with Him in worship, and do good to parents,
kinsfolk, orphans, the poor who beg, the neighbor who is a stranger, the
companion by youside, the wayfarer (you meet), and those whom your
right hands possess. Verily, God does not like such as are proud and
boastful}

Prophet Mohamed said: (No harm shall be inflicted or tolerated)

In Islam 'noAamaleficence serves as the limits &mtonomy.

Autonomy or freedom encompasses mistakes. Giving us freedom is
meaningless if we did not get to choose between right and wrong, and if we
don't have the right to try good and bldollows thatalmostevery right

action manifests itself undére umbrella of freedom and autonomy, but not
vice versa. Just because the action is autonomous does not mean that the
action is right. The question that poses itself here, how much evil is allowed?
How much bad is acceptable? The acceptable level of vdeeds, is the

level of committing actions from which vgiffer, learn, and then repent.

The limits of our autonomy are set at the point when the consequences of
our actions can induce harm either to ourselves or to others. If any of the
four principles 6 bioethics should dominate it should be foalfeasance.
Refraining from doing harm is the limit that if exceeded the society has the
right to intervene. When people subject themselves or others to severe
hazard threat it becomes justifiable to limitilmgit autonomy. With this

understanding we can study Islamic position of many new health dilemmas.

4- Justice: God said
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1)

{90. Allah commands justice, the doing of good, and liberality to kith and
kin, and He forbids all shameful deeds, and injustice argbdlion: He
Instructs you, that younay receive admonition.}Nuhl

Also

{And come not near to the orphan's property, except to improve it, until he
(or she) attains the age of full strength; and give full measure and full
weight with justice We burden notany person, but that which he can
bear.And whenever you give your worday the truth even if a near
relative is concerned, and fulfill the Covenant of Allah, This He
commands you, that you may remember}

Also

{O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Gaahd be just withesses and let
not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid just®e just: that is
nearer to piety, and fear AllahVverily, Allah is WellAcquainted with what
you do. God has promised those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah
Islamic Monotheism) and do deeds of righteousness, that for them there is

forgiveness and a great reward (i.Baradise)}.

The understanding of the justice concept can have different dimension. It
can be subject to human reasoning based on the contextectithe, and

place. | liked Rawlsian understanding of justice; because | felit tisan
accordance with Islamic spirit. For him; justice as fairness: A basic structure

of a fair society is centered on two principles of justice:

Equal liberty principle fieach person is to have

extensive basic |iberty compatibl e
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2) Second Principle of Justice n Soci al and economic i nec
two conditions: (a) They are to be attached to positmmaksoffices open to
all under conditions of fair equality of opportunity; and (b), they are to be to

the greatest benefit of the least advantaged members of society

Justice and human rights should be emphasized between countries (unequal
exchange) and wiin countries (various types of reform between social

classes).

Second: European Principals

These are Autonomy, Dignity, Integriand Vulnerability

According to Barcelona declaratioGharter of Europe, Barcelona, Oviedo:
human dignity a central concepviedo:

A Ar t i-Rulpese dnd object

Parties to this Convention shall protect the dignity and identity of all human
beings and guarantee everyone, without discrimination, respect for their
integrity and other rights and fundamental freedoms with retgattte
application of biology and medicine. Each party shall take in its internal law

the necessary measures to give effect

The Autonomy and Integrity principlesealready covered in the former

chapters.

1- Dignity: In addition to the inherent dignity, there is acquired one this is
based on the belief and on the knowledge. Prof. Corrado Viafora in his
|l ecture with the title A A METHODOLOG®
ANALYSIS OF CLINICAL PRACTICE BASED ON THE RESPECT FOR
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HUMANDIGNI TY: A THE ORET lalked Bbolk IBv&ISIdE O
dignity:

AThe first refers to the intrinsic va
implies that every man must always be treated also as an end and never as a

mere means, and that every human beimgéaplaceable as she is unique.

The second refers to the ends that make life good as a whole, and the
conditions that help human life flourish in its constitutive phases (a dignified

procreation, a dignified death, etc.).

The third referstothe senseofe 6 s own dignity, the sul
onebs own v-pémueepfiThos el dneds own val
subjective but it is so essential that if it is lost or violated, one loses the most

i nti mate part of himself. 0

Therefore; there is distinctiobetween thief and scientist. A distinction
between a believer who leads an honest life acting to promote himself and
his community and a person who lies, cheats and walk on dead bodies in

order to reach to his goals.

In Quran both knowledgeable and thelievers are at higher levels than

ignorant and non believers.

{Those truly fear Allah, among Hisvorshipers who have knowledge: for
Allah is Exalted in Might, OftForgiving.} Fater

{yarfa }

2-Vulnerability : I will discuss vulnerability as was presentedis by

Professor Evert van Leeuwen.
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AVul nerare means t o uwnerabledheir Human bei ng
vulnerability includes biological dimension which is due to their mortality,
potential of being malformed, disabled, potential to grow (injury is a major

factor in our growing experience), and potential to change.

Socially human beings are vulnerable: They can be hurt by others without
purpose or cause. Some are more vulnerable than others, such as the weak
and the elderly, illegal immigrant waam, handicaped, and neonates.

Even people with special gifts might be excluded such as scientist, writers
and musicianséext.o People due to thei
People also isolate the gifted because by his presence around; he reminds
them wit their own superficial life that lacks dedication for a cause. They
want to live the play life but at the same time to be achievers. It does not
work this way, therefore achievers presence feels like a heavy experience for
those how are surrounding himhdy walk away from him.

Vulnerability ethics require religious and /or ethical person to recognize the
need for help. Awareness of social context enables human being to hear the
unspoken call for assistance from his fellow. Harm should be defined, and
evay possible effort should be exerted in order to lift people out of misery.
Islam came to promote the welfare for@oplerich and poor, strong and
vulnerable Duty not to transgress and the responsibility to help are so much
emphasized in Quran.

Exampe of protecting Vulnerability in Quran:

1-Prophet Aaron (Haron) Peace and mercy be upon him

{150. When Moses came back to his people, angry and grieved, he said:
"Evil it is that you have donen my place in my absence: did yooake

haste to bring on the judgment of your Lord?" He put down the tablets,
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seized his brother by [the hair of] his head, and dragged him to him.
Aaron said: "Son of my mother! the people did indeed reckon me as
naught , and went near to slaying me! Makwt the enemies rejoice over
my misfortune, nor counyou me among the people of sin."

151. Moses prayed: "O my Lord! forgive me and my brother! admit us to
Your mercy! for you areghe Most Merciful of those who show mercy!"}
Araf

In this story Prophet Moses (Peace and mercy be upon him) appreciated his
brother vulnerability, although Haron did not stop the people from
worshiping the calf. Moses how was so angry to the extent that he throw
down the tabletéin the writing thereon was guidance and Mercy for such

as fear their Lord} let go his brother head and maulgplicationasking

God to forgive him and his brothdfor Muslims prophets are examples to

follow.

2-Slavery: When Islam came slavery was one of the biggest tradescicaM

If Mohammed was not a prophet of God he would have abolished it
immediately to assemble around him this big category of péaplee was

not fabricating the Quranic constituticdod has abolished slavery gradually

and the finaforbiddenment was reealed in Al Madenneh; which means

after Islam became very strong and the prophet established his state. The
Question here is why was not the abolishment immediate, it would have

been much better for the message when it was starting to gather around these
slaves (as has happened in the war between aodisouth America). The

answer it is because Allah wants the best for people. Had slaves become

free all at once would have become economic disaster. These slaves would
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have found themselves all of suddemieless and jobless. Moreover; the
business in the city would have stopped abruptly because masters are not
used to work. Therefore, Allah abolished slavery gradually. First He puts
ruling to organize their affairs, and ordered freeing slaves as mean of

repentance following committing sins.

{92. Never should a believer kill a believer; but [If it so happens] by
mistake, [Compensation is due]: If one [so0] kills a believer, it is ordained
that he should free a believing slave, and pay compensation to the
deceased's family, unless they remit it freely.} Nisa

Then Allah ordered that if the slave wants to sign a contract (exastple
should be free in return for a money that he himself will collect in a year)
between him and his ownehen the owner mustpprove the contract. In
other words the owner cannot turn down the request. In this sense slavery
become a matter of the free well of the slave.

{33. And if any of your slaves ask for a deed in writing [to enable them to
earn their freedom for a certainwsm], give them such a deed if you know
any good in them: yea, give them money yourselves out of the means
which Allah has given to you.}

Then Allah abolished slavery as he ordered the prisoners of war (the only
source of slavery in Islam) either freed lzhsa bounty or based on ransom

{either generosity or ransom} Mohamed 4

3-Prostitution
{ But force not your women to prostitution when they desire chastity, in

order that you may make a gain in the goods of this life. But if anyone
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compels them, yet, aftesuch compulsion, is Allah, OfForgiving, Most
Merciful [to them]}

4-Needy: are those who are very poor but they do not ask others for money
in order to preserve their dignity

60. Alms are for the poor and the needy, and those employed to administer
the [funds]; for those whose hearts have been [recently] reconciled [to
Truth]; for those in bondage and in debt; in the cause of Allah; and for

the wayfarer: [thusis it] ordained by Allah, and Allah is full of knowledge

and wisdom. Tauda

5- Oppressed Men, Wmen and children

{75. And why should yomot fight in the cause of Allah and of those who,
beingweak, are ilttreated [and oppressed]Men, women, and children,
whose cry is!'Our Lord! Rescue us from this town, whose people are
oppressors; and raistor us from thee one who will protect; and raise for
us from thee one who wihelp!"

6-Women treated unjustly be their husbands

{1. Allah has indeed heard the statement of the woman who pleads with
you(Mohammed)oncerning her husband and carries her cotapt to

Allah: and Allah [always] hears the arguments between both sides among
you: for Allah hears and sees [all things].

2. If any men among you divorce their wives by Zihar [calling them
mothers], they cannot be their mothers: None can be their mothesept
those who gave them birth. And in fact they use words [both] iniquitous
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and false: but truly Allah is one that blots out [sins], and forgives [again
and again].

3. But those who divorce their wives by Zihar, then wish to go back on the
words they ttered; [It is ordained that such a one] should free a slave
before they touch each other: Thus are you admonished to perform: and
Allah is well acquaintedwith [all] that you do. }. Mujadila, (The Woman
who Pleads)

In these verses a woman went to theppet to complain from her husband
who divorced her by sayingou are like my mother. Allah allows divorce.
Man or woman can walk out of marriage; neither is forced to stay with the

other partner against his well.

What is the mistake that the man has daortéis story therefore he

deserved this punishmer(&llah knows better) | think that the man
divorced his wife in a humiliating way. To tell the wife that she resembles
the mother is in some aspects similar to telling her that she is not sexually
attrective to him at all. As a result of the woman injured feelings Allah
Himself is telling hef Allah has indeed hearH

7-Orphans

So many rulings and verses address this issue. | will put only one as example.
Orphan problem is the reason why Allah madé/gamy lawful.

{2. To orphans restore their property [When they reach their age], nor
substitute[your] worthless things for [their] good ones; and devour not

their substancgby mixing it up] with your won. For this is indeed a great

sin.

3. If you fearthat youshall not be able to deal justly with the orphans,

Marry women of your choice, Two or three or four; but iby fear that
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you shall not beable to deal justly [with them], then only one, or that your
right hands possess, that will be more suitapio prevent you from doing

injustice.}Nisa(women)

Some Practical aspects to tackle abuse of vulnerable people:

1-No comparisons: comparison made Satan err.

{75. [Allah] said: "Satan! What preventyou from prostratingyourself to
onewhom | have createdvith my hands? Areyou haughty? Or areyou
one of the high[and mighty] ones?"

76. [Satan] said: "I am better than heYoucreated me from fire, and him

You created from clay."} Sad

2-No envy (the gifted people problem)

{131. Nor strainyour eyes in longing for the things We have given for
enjoyment to parties of them, the splendor of the life of this world, through
which We test them: but the provision gbur Lord is better and more

enduring.}Ta Ha

Conclusion

Islam does not restrict humamnd to one absolute theory. It states guide
lines giving the mind all the space it needs to excel, think and expand.
Followers accept Allah ordering them to think.

{Do they not think deeply in the Quran, or are their hearts locked up}
{Say: Travel in And and see how Allah will bring forth the creation of the
hereaftel

If people did not meditate in the Quran and just follow blindly then their

hearts are locked. As a result there is no fear of expanding our thoughts, no
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limits for our minds in studyingnd understanding ourselves and the

universe. Human rightsreedomgdignity, integrity, welfare and justice are
higher Islamic goals that should be respected. These goals to be reached by
the means of extracting rulings and practices related to humansaasing
analogical and critical reasoning from the scripture; thereby fulfilling
Godds order to human to think.

{82. Do they not consider the Qur'an [with care]? Had it been from other
Than Allah, they would surely have found therein Much discrepancy }

nisa

Quran sets general principles laying out an initial frame work, determining
higher universal objectives, and making it possible to outline the way of

faithfulness (Al sareah) though history. Tareq Ramadan

The only limit for human mind in Islam is think of the essence of God.

We know that God is not human, has no human aspect and has no
resemblances. We understand Him from His attributes such as the most
merciful; the most compassioext. rather than materialistic perspective.

This is because humdeings are capable to understand the meaning of a
concept only by looking at the object that this concept represents. For
example you are capable to understand the meaning of the word table when
you actually see a table, because only then you can rédsdizié is an object
that i s made of woodéext. Therefore hi
comprehend the unseen. God or the laws that apply to Him are unseen;
thereby human cannot logically conclude using their reasoning description

of God. All other areas Humanind has no limits
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Chapter Three

How to apply Islamic rules in the new medical advancement®ioethics

related issues the modern challenges

First issue: Tissue engineering regeneration in humans via experiments
performedon animals are lawful. They constitute useful actions for
humanity(Beneficencer people welfare) which are Islam higher goals. In
the incidence the scientific effort becomes successful aiding in finding
curatives, tissue engineering might result in ereisg life (Islam higher

goal). This pursuit is in accordance with God ordering humanity to do good

deeds.
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Ethical concerns of tissue engineering experiments:

The use of animals

In Islam using animals in doing experiments is morally permitted because
benefits to humanity outweigh the disadvantages for the animals. God has
said

{29. Itis He Who has created foioy all things that are on earthBaqgara

However, the Quran describa phenomenon that has been recently
established by a study of animal and bird ecology, that is all animals and

birds live in distinct communities.

{There is not an animal (that lives) on earth, nor a being that flies on its
wings, but (forms)ommunities like you, nothing We have omitted from

the book, then unto their Lord they all shall be gathered in the end}

{44. The seven heavens and the earth, and all beings therein, declare His
glory: there is not a thing but celebrates His praise; And yeu
understand not how they declare His glory! Verily He is &forbear,

Most Forgiving'} Isaa

The wild beasts will be resurrected
{When the wild beasts are herded together [in resurrection day]}5,81
God inspires all creatures, even the bees

{Andyourlor d i nspired the bees saying

mountains and in the trees and in what they ergdtNahil

Note: this verse is addressing the female bee not the male bee!
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There are chapters in the Quran that has their title from an animakot ins

name such as The cow, The bee, The ant.

Thereforgwe should induce the least possible harm. Applying the 3Rs

within tissue engineering research can be considered as Islamic duty.

Definition 3Rs (Russell & Burch 1959)

1-Repl acement : efthademploginginasantientimaterial m

whicheé may replace methods which use
2-Reducti on: Al owering the number of ar
a given amount and precisiono

3Refi nement : N de cr e\westyeof pronedurel @ppliedn ci d e n ¢
to those animals which have to be use:q
Question: What about using pigs either for tissue engineering or for other

medi cal uses such as wusing pigbs val ve

Answer: Lawful beyond question. Muslims are forbidfiem eating pigs

not from using pigs. This is Jewish theological argument imported to Islam.
{4. Forbidden to you (for food) are: Dead meat, blood, the flesh of swine,
and that on which has been invoked the name of other than Allah;}
Maedah

Muslims are fobidden from expanding the latitude of prohibitions. To say
that this is unlawful with no clear prohibition in the Islamic sources is very
serious matter

{90. O you who Believe! Make not unlawful the good things which Allah
has made Lawful for you, but comit no excess: For Allah love not those

given toexcess.} Maeda
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Second issue: Reproductive medicine:

Sexual relation in marriage is not for reproduction only like the Catholic

Church, buit is also for pleasure.

Dr. Bonnie Steinbockvr ot e : i T &theolic Rlmuntlaopposes gamete

(ovum or sperm) donation because of its views on the unity of sexual

intercourse and procreation. Sexual intercourse without openness to

procreation is wrong, the Church claifience its opposition to birth

control), but equily so is procreation without sexual intercourse (hence its
opposition to most forms of assisted 1
of in vitro fertilization (IVF), where the husband and wife provide the

gametes and the resulting embryos are
impermissible, according to Catholic teaching. The wrong is compounded in
gamete donation, asptamhé yiontvi od @acteisomn he
marriage. In addition, according to the Rev. Albert Moraczewski, egg
donation Iis demeaning to women. AA dor
treated as a person, o0 he said. AWhet he
her egg is be&ig used, so she is not fully treated as a person whose

reproductive capacity should be expressed as a result of the love of her
husbando (6). But why is egg donati on
donation is not demeaning, and does not fail to treat ther @sre person.

What is the difference? The answer, according to the Vatican, is that egg

donation involves a wrongful use of reproductive capacity. But then to

characterize egg donation as demeaning is not to give a reason why it is

wrong; rather, egg dotian is demeaning because it is wrong. To see egg

donation as demeaning, one must accept the principle that reproductive
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capacity should be exercised only through a sexual act in the context of a

| oving marriage. 0

Bonnie Steinbock, Ph.DRayment for Egdponation and SurrogacyHE
MOUNT SINAI JOURNAL OF MEDICINE No. 4 September 2004 Vol., 71
255-265.

In Islam there is nanity of sexual intercourse and reproduction. Sexual
intercourse with or without openness to reprodudsaavirtue It promote
the wel being ofthe couple (Islam higher goaMoreover it helps them to
abide to chastity. It helps to strengthening the mercy and compassion
between the two individuals. Having children is good but it is not the sole

reason for having sex. Acquiring pleasuréawful way is a form of worship.

God is instructing men to make a sort of introduction before the actual

sexual intercourstakes placeThis introduction can be different from one

family to another as each man should be familiar with what bringsriegsp

to his wife. The introduction means to take all the possible means to make

the wife interested in the process. It can include talking to her kindly,

touchingand kissing her. In modern terms not to introduce for sexual

intercourse is addressed asgapi n mar r i age. Il n I sl am i
to attack his wife, he should be nice to her rather than abusive of her

vulnerability. Otherwise the man is braking the mercy and compassion

higher intentions of marriage.

{223. Your wives are as a tilntio you; so approach your tilt when or how

you will; andintroduce to yourselves beforehand; and fear Allah. And
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know that you are to meet Him [in the Hereafter], and give [these] good

tidings to those who believe.} cow

Woman giving herself up to her h@std and a man giving himself up to his
wife, both scenarios are duty that people should fulfill. If the man refrains
from having sex with his wife, he is doing wrongful act. The woman

condition metaphor in Quran is like someone hanged in the air (being
married but unable to have legal relation with her husband, at the same time
she is unable to have sex with another man because she is not yet divorced)

she is not satisfied.

{But turn not away [from a woman] altogether, so as to leave her
[as it were] hamging [in the air]. If you come to a friendly understanding,

and practice selfestraint, Allah is Oftforgiving, Most Merciful.}

Nobody can be coerced to stay in marriage aghisstill (freedom is

higher goal). But if the couple chooses to stay in marriage then it is their
duty to fulfill each other needs. If either the man or the woman felt
unwillingness to responding to their spouse; he or she can end the marriage
in order for tlem to start over with another spouse (man initiating divorce is
called divorce, woman initiating separation* is either divorce or so called
taking off).

* Whether there is financial burdens on the man will depend on the method
of separation therefore thgdge is the one who is entitled to decide. (will be

explained in Chapter 5).
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{130. But if they disagree [and must part], Allah will provide abundance
for both from His allreaching bounty: for Allah is He that care for all and

is Wise.}Nisa

Couple shold either hold together on equitable terms, or separate.
The maxi mum time that a man can refrail

needs is 4 month.

{226. For those who take an oath for abstention from their wives, a
waiting for four months is ordainedif then they return, Allah is Oft

forgiving, Most Merciful.}

{229. A divorce is only permissible twice: after that, the parties should
either hold Together on agjtable terms, or separate with

kindness. }Bagaréhe cow)

| would like to elaborate on thrsiling here. The Quran recommends nursing

for two years, if this term is added to pregnancy then we are talking about 2

years and 9 month without reproduction but with sex at least every four

month. Therefore, sex just for the sake of woman pleasuremitstiuty on

the married marSex for woman pleasure is her right according to the Quran.

She is like hanged on air, her feet are not touching the ground when her

husband is not a approaching her sexuadiyause of dispute$his is very

important subjedbecause of the wide sprefminale genital mutilation

practice by Muslims in Africa. Unfortunately this is stuck to Islam. It is

unlawful (HARAM). It is not practiced in Asia (Jordan Sy r i a, Tur key ¢

Female Genital Mutilation ignlawful harambecause
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1
2
3
4
5

It breaks woman body integrity: higher goal

Complications during delivery: harm

Complications during urination: harm

Inability to enjoy sex: harm

Reduce the ties between the woman and her husband; her love for him

Is reduced, the meaning of marriage amngassion and habitat is

undermined.

Another point that is different from Christianity is that although man and

woman are supposed to love each other; love is subjective feeling that is not
T h e niogen

| mposed by

her husband if they choose to do so, but not as obedience to God. Instead of

love; marriage relation is described to be based on compaction, and mercy.

In vitro fertilization is anotheissue of reproductive medicine:h e

Godos

order .

c a s ein vitro fertilization (IVF), where the husband and wife provide the

gametes and

permissible. It is routinely done in Jordan. One stipulation should be added

t he

resul ti

ng

embr yos

here; the wife should be healthy egbuo handle the donation procedure.

The IVF procedure entails a small risk for the woman to develop severe

ovarian hyper stimulation syndrorf@HSS). OHSS can cause nausea in

mild cases, liver damage, and kidney damage in severétases

The third partydonation for IVF (artificial insemination by donor ) purposes

is not lawful because:

Ovum donation can be extremely harmful for woman. Risk for donors to

develop severe ovarian hyper stimulation syndr@@¢SS) which
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constitutes the most important riglat donors face. OHSS can cause nausea
in mild cases, liver damage, and kidney damage in severéxéisesharm
higher goal)

Out of wedlock. (protecting families higher goal).

In virto fertilization (IVF) if performed to same sex couple, single women,
single men with surrogate mother becomes unlawful. These actions are both
harmful for the child psychological development and harmful for society.
They are performed outside of marriagente, they discourage marriage
(SecuringFamily higher goal). Relains beside marriage subject women to
exploitation. Girlfriend has no contract to guarantee her financial rights.

More over the man can abandon the woman and her children very easily.

3- exploitation of underprivileged women in poorer countries can reach
shocking proportions, as donors in Romania, for example, were reportedly
paid only UKE150 (about US$300) for their serviteglslamic rule: No

abuses for the vulnerable needs).

Supporters of ovum donation emphasizes that potelatingrs are informed
about the risks they might encounter. Informed consent and money are
providing the moral basis to compensate for the time, effort and risk that this

technique might entail.

The counter argument emphasizes that needy persons underestimate the
importance oftie information. For autonomy to be valid the terms in the
contract should be fair and just rat he
needs. Huger is a driving force for committing any sort of actions no matter

how immoral they are. Real life experience destates that under the

pressure of her sibling lacking the basic human needs such as food, hot
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water, shelter, and clothing, women are willing to begteal Thus a
mother who is told that she might develop cancer or suffer pain in the future
will passthis information without deliberating in it. It is only after she

undergoes the procedure and develops symptoms that she realizes the reality.
4-No follow up for subsequent medical proble(N® harm higher goal)

5-High payments result in undue inducem@tdtential coercion or
exploitation due to huge sums is there. Money will make women under

estimate risks.

6-Buying and selling humans or in this case potential humans should not be

a standard practice in the twentieth century. (Islam abolished slavery)

7-Daniel Callahan Argument: "AID (artificial insemination by donor) is
Afundamentally wrong, 0o because a sper.

duties of any other biological father, including rearing responsibffities

Sperm donation, according to Callah#s as irresponsible as abandoning a
woman when she becomes pregnant. The effect on the a@hilhisinknown,

absent father". (accountability for personal actiongslam.

8-The fact that the child is not a biological one for at least one of the parent
might have serious impacts on the quality of the relationship between the
child and his parents. Nothing can be worst than not being loved by your

own parents.

9-Commodification; Eggs ansberns have market price, they are

commodities?!
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10- Money shoudl not be involved in family affairs. Families should be the
source of care and love. "It should be kept free of destructive incursions by

the values of the market".

Source22-Klitzman, R.Sauer, MV. MarkPayment of egg donors in stem cell

research in thdSA ReproductiveReprod Biomed Onlin2009;18(5):60%08

25- Boon Chin Heng Handing out free travel and accomodation to

oocyte donors in lieu of monetary payment: Is this

ethically justifiable?Med Hypothese2006;66(1):21213.

21-Bonnie Steinbock, Payment for Egg Donation and Surroddc$inai J

Med.2004;71(4):25565.

The issue oContraceptives and permanent sterilizato@ anther issues in

reproductivemedicine:

In Christianitythe Church opp@sbirth control due to the missing link
between sex and reproduction. Islam does not acknowledge this link. In fact

the Quran sgs

{233. The mothers shall give milk to their offspring for two whole years, to
whom who desires to complete the term. But the father shall bear the cost
of their food and clothing on equitable terms. No self shall have a burden

laid on it greater than it can bear. No mother shall reated unfairly on
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account of her child. Nor fatheon account of his child, an heir shall be
chargeable in the same way. If thé@pth decide on weaning, by mutual
consent.and after due consultation, there is no blame on them. If you
decide on a fostemother for your offspring, there is no blame on you,
provided you pay [the mother] what you offered, on equitable terms. But

fear Allah and know that Allah sees well what yao.}Bagara

When a woman is nursing she does not get pregnant. If we add the two years
advisable for nursing to 9 month pregnancy; then it is about 3 years
separation between two consecutive pregnanitissvery clear from the

Quran thatemporary cotraceptive are lawfulAll Muslim scholar in Jordan

hold this opinionThis verse also prosthe notion of sex for pleasure.
Remember that refraining from doing sex by the mvao can last

maximum for 4 month maximum; sex is related to enhancing compassio

between the couple.

There are three verses in Quebout the 2 yearnssue. The first one is the
above one (Bagara233). It is nursing for two years not pregnancy. The other
verses in the Quran are the ones below.

{14. And We have enjoined on man [te lyood] to his parents: in travail
upontravail did his mother bear himand in years twain was his weaning:
[hear thecommand], "Show gratitude to Me and to your parents: to Me is
[your final] Goal.

15. "But if they strive to make you join in worship wite things of which

you has no knowledge, obey them not; yet bear them company in this life

with justice [and consideration], and follow the way of those who turn to
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me [inlove]: in the end the return of you all is to Me, and | will tell you
the truthfand meaning] of all that you did. }"Lukman

Also

{15. We have enjoined on man kindness to his parents: In pain did his
mother bear him, and in pain did she give him birthhe carrying of the
[child] to his weaning is [a period of] thirty monthsAt length, wren he
reaches the age of full strength and attains forty years, he says, "O my
Lord! Grant me that | may be grateful for Your favor which You has
bestowed upon me, and upon both my parents, and that | may work
righteousness such as You may approve; andylecious to me in my
issue. Truly have | turned t&Youand truly do | bow [to Thee] in Islam.”
16. Such are they from whom We shall accept the best of their deeds and
pass by their ill deeds: [They shall be] among the Companions of the

Garden: a promise! btruth, which was made to thein

What about permanent sterilization? Bodily integrity is higher goal. A
woman might want to perform sterilization now, but two or three years later
she might change her mind. Using this logic Muslim scholars say that it is
not permissible. However, if pregnancy might endanger the woman life due
to a certain disease she is suffering from, then sterilization is permissible as
bodily integrity subordinates preserving life.

There are also other situations were Permastentizationpermissibility

should be discussed and debated such as when women or their husbands are
psychologically not welling to have children. Or if the couple are so poor
and having another child will burden them to the extent that these children
might become homeless. Islam is about ensuring quality life not only
quantity.
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Abortion is anotheissue of reproductive medicine

There are two views concerning abortion due to different understanding to
the moral status of human embryo: (from Rab deVries lecture)
- Conceptionalist views:

from the moment of conception embryo has full moral status. The
position of Catholic Church
- Non-conceptionalist views (Islam view)

embryo acquires full moral status over the course of time.

What about Islam vig? According tasome Muslim scholarsthe fetus is

getting the soul in 120 day§his is wronguridical opinion There is no

such verse in Quran. The 120 days is mentioned in a narration attributed to
prophet Mohammed. This narration was used as the ba#w®sjuridical

opinion of 120 day abortion allowance adopted by Sunni and Shie Muslim
schools; however it is fabricated. In fact the 120 days is what Aristotle said;
rather than the Prophet. Somebody lied and attributed this narration to the
prophet. Tis narration reached us by singularity chain of narrators) it means
one person followed by another one ana@sdhe). It is also scientifically
wrong. It isalso not supported by the Quran. The Quran tells us theit w

we know about the soul is that We not know anything more than the fact
that God blown from His soul in mankind. However, He gave us no

knowledge about it.
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{85. They askou concerning the Soul . Say: "The Soul my Lord
affair: of knowledge it is only a little that is communicated to you
[O men!]" Isra}
If we do not know anything about it; how comenters the body at 120
day???

Dr. Maurice Bucaille in his great bool
talked about this narration per say clarifying its false attribution for prophet
Mohamed.

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Bikle-the-Qurarand
Science/MauricdBucaille/e/9781879402980

Muslim scholars mistakenly use tmarrationto claim permissibility for

abortion up to 120 days. Thinking about this problem | looked in the Quran

and in the biology book (I teadiology Silvia Maded s  pfar seokution.

A- Science
A Human development is divided into er

1. The embryonic period, during months 1 and 2 of pregnancy is when

the major organs are formed.

2. Fetal development is during monthi®©3during which organ
systems are refined.
A \Blepment can also be divided into trimesters.
1. First trimester: embryonic and early fetal development occurs.
2. Second trimester: development of organs and organ systems; the

fetus is distinctly human at the end of the second trimester.

59


http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Bible-the-Quran-and-Science/Maurice-Bucaille/e/9781879402980
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Bible-the-Quran-and-Science/Maurice-Bucaille/e/9781879402980

3. Third trimester: the fetus grows rapidly and the organ systems

become functional.

B-These are several the verses that talk about the beginning of creation.

{Read in the name your Lord, Who has created. He has Created

man, from "Alaq ( a clinging mass).}96/1-2]

{5. O mankind! if you have a doubt about the Resurrection, [consider] that
We created you out of dust, then out of drop, then out of a leldad

structure, then out of a morsel of flesh, partly formed and partly unformed,
in order that We may manifegbur power] to you; and We cause whom

We will to rest in the wombs for an appointed term, then do We bring you
out as babes, then [foster you] that you may reach your age of full strength;
and some of you are called to die, and some are sent back te#iddst

old age, so that they know nothing after having known [much]}. hajj

| will examine the following verse:

"We have indeed created man from a quintessence of clay. We then
placed him as a drofgamete) in a place of firmly fixed settlement
(testes/ovary), then We made the drop (fertilized ovum) into a leech like
structure, and then We changed the leech like structure into a chewed like
substance, and then we made out of this chewed like substarskeleton,

then we clothed this skeleton with flesh, and then We caused him to grow
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into another definitive form. So blessed be God, the best to create.” (23:
12-14)

According to this verse of Quran there are 4 main stages of embryonic

development:

1-Stage between zygote and Leetef out of drop (fertilized ovum), then

out of a leechlike structure}

2-Quran: Stage between leeltke structure (trophoblast) and chewed like
substance Ve changed the (Alaga) leedike into (mudghah)- chewed

like substance}

3- Stage between chewed like substance and bone forrjeliewed
like substance), then (fa) We made out of the mudghah (chewed like
substance) skeleton, bonefgjlowed immediately by; Stage in which
bones are covered by musctiedgn (fa) We clothedhe skeleton with
muscles, flesh}

4- Stage into another creatigeome into anther creation}

let us examine the overlap of science and versus which is dealt with in great

det ai | i n the Qurdan.
1- The First Week main event

Science: Fertilization occurs in the upper third of the oviduct. At end of the
first week, an embryo begins the process of implantation (leech) in the wall

of the uterus.

Quran: Stage between zygote and Ledbled out of drop (fertilized ovum),

then outof a leechlike structure}
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2- The Second week main event:
Science: Gastrulation occurs during this week resulting in the inner cell
mass flattening into an embryonic disk. Once an embryonic disk elongates
to form the primitive streak (similar to that foundhbirds), a third germ

layer, the mesoderm, forms by invagination of the cells along the streak.
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Quran: Stage between leeltke structure(trophoblast) and chewed
like substance\{Ve changed the Alaga into (mudghahxhewed like

substance}
3-Third, fourth, fifth weeks
ScienceOrganogenesis

Third Week: The nervousystem is the first organ system to become

visually evident.

Fourth, fifth Weeks: The head enlarges and the sense organs become more

prominent. Rudiments of the eyes, ears, and nose are evident.
The Sixth Through Eighth Weeks
Science:
a. The developinguman becomes more humanlike in appearance.

b. As the brain develops, the head achieves its normal relationship

with the body as a neck region develops.

c. The nervous system is developed well enough to permit reflex

actions (e.g., the startle respons¢ouch).

d. At the eighth week, the embryo is about 38 mm long and weighs
no more than an aspirin tablet; all organs are established.

Quran: Stage between chewed like substance and bone formation
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{We made out of the mudghah (chewed like substance)stedeton,
bonesH then (fa) We clothed the skeleton with (lahnmuscles,
flesh)}
Now | etds think about this. The ver s«
passed the skeleton and flesh begin to appear. And the verse clearly
indicates the spientialorder that first coméhebones and then
immediately clothed with flesh, and then after some time the emborod
into anther creation} In science it is a well established fact that bone
formation, begins in thourth week of development, followed biyet
development of flesh or musdlethefourth weektoo.
3- Beyond the eight week
Science: In humans, the term embryo refers to the ball of dividing cells
from the moment the zygoteimplants itself in theiteruswall until the
end of the eighth week after conception. Beyond the eighth week, the

developing human is then called a fetus.

Quran: Stage into another creatioteaimyogensis at thrdth week{come

into anther creation}

Does this mean that the embryo takes a definitive human fornmdafteeks?

This verse is pretty implicit evidence; that abortion can be donefopito

weeks (after myogenesis).

Scientific implidt evidence &fter it becomes fetus); that abortion can be

done up to eight weeks. The overlap between the verse and science point out
for thefour weeks permissibility of abortion. But it is also possible that the
permissibility is up to the poirdf the blastocyst (leech) formation and

implantation before thbeginning of organ formation. In this case it is up to
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end of the firsiveek. Even if we adopt this more conservative opinion, we
can deduce that abortion (rape, malformed baby), PGD, HESCR all are
permissible since they are performed before organ format@a.dhanged

the Alaga into (mudghah} chewed like substance}

Here | will adopt timid approach, and say this is the Quran, this is science,
this is my conclusion. | am not embryologist. Whétgbrought it forth as
another creatiory exactly means? When is the point for acquiring (killing

self) status by the embryo?

These questions are for embryologist as they are the ones who should do the
critical reasoning to come up with juridical opinion.igfs a call for

physicians to stand up to perform this task. Committee must contain Muslim
scholars who combine being embryologist in addition to Islamic studies in
order to deliberate and come up with juridical fatwa. Non Muslims
embryologist should algoin to ensure diversity and respect for each other
religions. Depending on these embryologist deliberations; questions
regarding the ethics of prenatal testing for hereditary predisposition can then

be addressed.

| like to highlight here that it is a@ll established fact thésone formations
followed by the development of flesh or muscle, which begins ifotimh
week. People clainthat Mohammed made the Quran up. If you were him

(composing the Quran) are you going to generalize or be specific?

If you were going to guess and speculate about all of these events without
any sure knowledge of them, would you pick as a specific obderes

before muscles)? Many of the so called hotlines who claim to predict the
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future end up making very vague, geal claims, because this improves the
likelihood that one will find something that resonates. But according to the
claims that the Prophet is the author of Quran not God, then the prophet

picked a very specific order. Effectively he boxed himself id, fzad he

been wrong his entire mission could have been disregatuédce turned

out to be right. That s one heck of

he guess at this blindly or was this revealed to him?

For those of you who are more sciewttly inclined and want to read and
investigate more, my source for much of this is listed beldncidentally,

two of the authors involved in this book, Keith Moore and T.V.N. Persaud,
are also the co authors of the embryology textbook used in mangahedi
schools (including university of Pennsylvania), so rest assured that they are
legitimate scientists, and not just poorly educated (referring for

Mohammed) who are being manipulated to say what we want to hear.

At a conference in Cairo Dr. Moore pented a research paper and stated:
(Dr. Moore was a former President of the Canadian Association of

Anatomists, and of the American Association of Clinical Anatomists)

"It has been a great pleasure for me to help clarify statements in the Qur'an
about hunan development. It is clear to me that these statements must have
come to Milhammad from God, or Allah, because most of this knowledge
was not discovered until many centuries later. This proves to me that

Muhammad must have been a messenger of God, dr.Affa
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Human Devel opment As Described in the
with Modern Embryologyy AbdukMajeed A. Zindani, E. Marshall

Johnson, Gerald C. Goeringer, Joe Leigh Simpson, Keith L. Moore, Mustafa

A. Ahmed, T.V.N.Persaud

(ISBN 0-96272364-9)

http://www.islamicawareness.org/Quran/Science/scientists.html

Mor eover, Aduring pregnancy, the embr)
fluid, that supplies it with all its needs. This liquid is kept in a strong

Aomni ono metmits supply®f.food (and rgjects wastes) through a
second Achoriono membrane, that is int
membr ane and the third Adeci duao membi

be the Athree veilso mentioned in the
{He creates you inite wombs of your mothers, creation after creation,
in three veils of darkness.} [39/6]

1- Source: Why Islam ? Proofs of Modern Science Nabil AlS#am

HarounTranslation revised by: Prof. Muhammad Mahmoud Ghali

Finally In some situations when woman comnaitibery, accepts the

reconstruction of hymen.

Some scholars adopted this opinion because God accepts people

repentance, but the society does not.

{116. Allah forgives not [The sin of] joining other gods with Him; but He
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forgives whom He pleases other sitien this: one who joins other gods
with Allah, Has strayed far, far away [from the right}Nisa
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Reconstruction of hymen gives the girl a chance to start over without
being blamed by her husband for previous actions. Not all scholars accept
this view. Thee who reject this view say that it is deception and lying. |
hold the later view, | also hold that the society should change its behavior
and give room for repentance. For the blodlen practice; this attitude
although practiced in some Muslim soastit is not practiced by the
majority of Muslim societies (Jordan, Syria). It is against Islam. It is

unlawful because it entails harm:

1- Physiological pressure on the groom and the pride to the extent it
might deprive them from enjoying their first sexudkrcourse.

2- In Islam disclosing sins is by itself the biggest sin! Sins are committed
due to human weakness. After committing the sin Muslim should ask
for God forgiveness rather thanigg around telling everyone.

Finding out that the girl is not virgishould not be a public issue. It
should be contained within the wedlock. The husband can either live
with it, or if he cannot accept his wife past experience, then he can
divorce.(same for woman if she knew that her husband had sexual
relations before malge).If the husband choose to divorce the
woman, he still can not disclose the reasons why he had made this
decision. Disclosing is against divorce manners; Divorce should be
performed with excellence.

{229. A divorce is only permissible twice: after that, the parties
should either hold Together on equitable ternts,separate with

excellencgBaqgara



The issue of stoning women or men:

Stoningis tribal lawnot Islamic oneStoning is a crime because it is killing
for a self that God has preserved its life. So what is the origin of stoning
story? It is said that prophet Mohammed peace be upon him had stoned a
woman for committing adultery. This contradicts with the rulinthim

Quran. Who to explain the controversy?

First: either we consider this saying as fabricated due to the following
reasons:

17 When the prophetic saying (Hadeath) contradicts with the Quran, this
provides an evidence that the Hadeath is falsely atatbto the Messenger

of Allah

217 Hadeathsaying of Mohammed)arratored by one person chain are not
valid when it comes to the rulings of the belief.

371 Under no circumstances Hadeath dominates over the Quran. Hadeath
always subordinate the Quran.

47 Punishments in Islam cannot be based on Hadeath narrator by single

person Chain.

Second: If we are to consider this saying as authentic then the Messenger of
Allah has stoned the woman before the verses that states that the punishment
is to be flogged Q0 times was revealed to him. He was following prophet
Muses creed.

{2. The woman and the man guilty of adultery or fornicatierilog each of

themwith a hundred stripes: Let not compassion move you in their case,
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in a matterprescribed by Allah, if you &lieve in Allah and the Last Day:
and let a party othe Believers witness their punishment.

3. Let no man guilty of adultery or fornication marry and but a woman
similarly guilty, or an Unbeliever: nor let any but such a man or an
Unbeliever marry such avoman: to the Believers such a thing is
forbidden.}Noor

The same punishmeistfor men and women. Some Muslim scholars claim
that the verse above is concerned with unmarried women. They claim
married women to be stoned. The verse above did not diffeesbhBatveen
married or unmarried woman. The Quran clarifies that this is false by

providing other evidence.

The Quran states thatnbnMuslim women marriedo a Muslim man
committed illegal sex; her punishment is half of that of her feNbwglim
marriedwoman. There is no way to do half stoningrion Muslimmarried
woman. No half death does exist! The stoning is adoptediiylarsvho
wants tribal | aw to prevail rat her t hé
{25. If any of you have not the means wherewith to wed believingheio,
they may wed believing girls from among those whom your right hands
possess: And Allah has full knowledge about your faith. You are one from
another: Wed them with the leave of thdamily, and give them their
dowers, according to what is reasonable: They should be chaste, not
lustful, nor taking paramours:.when they are taken in wedlock, if they fall
into shame, their punishment is half that for wed locked wome&his

[permission] is for hose among you who fear sittjut it is better for you
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that youpractice self restraint. And Allah is Oftforgiving, Most

Merciful.}Nisa

The last issue related to reproductive medicirferesmplantation Genetic
diagnosis IPGD): at this stage cells didinstart to differentiate yet. There is

no much difference between them as a blastocyst which is punch of cells and
our finger nail cells that we cut or our blood samples that we donate. PGD is

done at very early stage; hence it is lawful because it @i prevention.

Third bioethical issue: Human embryonic stem cell research (HESCR):
Similar to PGD it is done early on, in pregnancy. | adopt the view that
HESCR has a noble value as it helps humanity finding cures for diseases and

alleviate pain.

Human embryonic stem cells (hnESC) can be used to generate céll lines
Embryonic stem cells are undifferentiated cells derived from early embryos
that can grown vitro indefinitely, while retaining their capability to
differentiate into specialized somatiell type& Early embryos can be
generated either iy vitro fertilization (IVF) or by somaticell nuclear
transfer (SCNT). For SCNT egg donation in order to make the embryo is
required. If SCNTderived stem cells could be generated from patients
suffering devastating conditions such as motor neuron disease, they could

provide unlimited material for molecular and biochemical analyses and clues

for futuretherapy The SCNT technique has been

cloningo
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For hESCR alternatives should exhausted before making embryos just for
research cause. Alternatives include: Cadavers, abdertede fetuses, and
leftover ofin vitro fertilization (IVF) treatment could constitute an excellent
source for HESE These are otherwise medical waste.

Making embryos just for researisallowed but limited to necessities such

as to study a model of specific genetic mutation using ova or sperm from
affected or carrier person to generate cell line carrying the natural mutation
(Beneficence higher goal).

If we accept the logic that making embryos and destroying them is
permissible foin vitro fertilization (IVF) treatment which involve

destruction of the leftover embrydsll Muslim scholars say it is lawful)
because this procedure alleviate barren eapffering; then we should

accept the logic that making embryos and destroying them is permissible for
HESCR to alleviate sick people suffering. It is making preference of adult
life over embryonic life. (Choosing for the leaser harm principle).

Then thenext question is: what about mixing the human genetic material
with animal or bacterial one. Shike Yousf Qardawi (head of Muslim scholars
in the world) said it is lawfuMhat about if the scientist want to insert the
entire human genome in cow or ralda for therapeutic cloning? | say it is
lawful. First let me explain this scientifically.

1-To introduce human gene into germline of an animal to generate
transgenic animal is long well established technique. It is routinely done to
back up data generated cell culturesn vitro.

2-Gene pharming is the use of transgenic farm animals to produce
pharmaceuticals; the product is obtainable from the milk of females. (Mader)
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a. Genes for therapeutic proteins a
ani mal 6s canprétdins.pr od u

b. Drugs obtained through gene pharming are planned for the

treatment of cystic fibrosis, cancer, blood diseases, and other disorders.
(Mader)

3-The introduction of human gene into germline of mice allowed scientist to
understand the role tie particular gene into a large number of disetme
example human cancer and Alzheimer

4-Scientist hope to use tipegs to generate organs for organ transplant.

5-human genes introduction into bacteria is done to generate growth
hormones, and therapgc proteins. For example transgenic bacteria are
used to generate human growth hormone hepatitis B vacdpae,and
insulin for diabetic patient.

a6Scienti st use ani matogeoeraterembryosst ead of
These embryos are used to generate cell line carrying the natural mutation

(they will be cultured and destroyedhis method has many advantages:

a Reduce subjecting women to ova donation which has the possibility of
generatingnorbidities up to lethality as discussed above.

b-Cost efficient: Animalsdéd ovum i s mu
current market price for women ova is about 5000 in USA).
The ethical arguments that oppose mixing genes of human and other
species focus on humalmgnity. It is about pride.
My response to these arguments is basically asking ethic people: Can
we tell diabetic patient we cannot provide you with insulin any more

to maintain your dignity?!
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Islamicaly arrogance and pride is a big sin. Satan sin wasg ahbide.
Stopping these kinds of research (which are going on since 1970s)

entails serious harm and hinder medical advancement.

Fourth bioethical issu€uthanasia and end of life: passive versus active
killing.
AThe Ro man98 Alh (BORANUSHEeaicriteria to determine
the value of raising a newborn baby. The baby should meet the

following characteristics:

A healthy Mother during pregnancy
Born at term
Immediately crying

Perfect body parts, limbs, eyes

o o o Do

Open ears, nose, pharynx, urethra, anus
A Limbs not weak or slow
A Able to bend and extend joints

A Reasonable size and form

Otherwisethene wbor n baby is | eft f douist he beec
Kollée lecture)

For SORANUSthis new baby is sick and might burden the society. He will

consume resouaes. He is better dead than alive.

The Nazi Germany Eugenics killed the mentally ill and blind; they consume

resources and might burden the society.
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Now humanity is facing this challenge again! Kill the terminally ill or
severely handicapped new born tleeynsume resources and might burden
the society.

In a famous case in the United States of America; Patents refused to do
minor but life saving operation for their down new born! As a result the
baby died. In US the autonomy of Parents should be respé&tiedourt
supported not to save the life of the down bdlbg. me crime in cold blood).
Humanity now has moved steps beyond the R@ndays and the Nazi. But
the terminally ill or severely handicapped new born still consume resources
and might burden theociety. Killing these categories is essential but what is
missing is the ethical cover up. Without cover up the killing process will
stop very soon after it starts, similar to what has happened in the past.
The money in earth is circulating in the haofi$ew individuals. We see
starvations and people eating from trash cans on daily bases. The rest of
humanity should be working. Those who burden the society have no room
any more. They are better dead than alive. Bioethics and the suffering

arguments arthe cover up. Kill the sick, relief his suffering.

Suffering is subjective; It can be physical, psychological, social, and
economical.Human beings are never going to fulfill all what they wish for,
they will suffer. Something will always be lacking betii For example if

the person is rich he might be uneducated. If he is rich and educated he
might be lonely. If he has the big family he might be poor. Even though
human beings have the task on earth to maximize their potentials, to strive to
alleviate the suffering and promote their best interesiffering is

embedded in human condition. If we are to kill all humans who are suffering
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no one will stay alive! Instead efuthanizing people; we should look for
inequities remedie®ifferences in health resoces between countries and
within countries’ is a matter of social justice. G. Rose, 1994 i d 0The
primary determinants of disease are mainly econalraied social, and

therefore its remedies must also be econahaind social. Medicine and

politics canna and should not be kept apart.

The Commi ssi oinMORAL IMPERATINERTO EHANGE:

AOur children have dramatically differi
they were bornln Japan or Sweden they can expect to live more than 80

years; in Brazil, 72 years; India, 63 years; and in one of several African

countries, fewer than 50 years. And within countries, the differences in life

chances are dramatic and are seen worldwide.

The poorest of the poor have high levels of iliness and premature mortality.

But poor health is not confined to those worst off.

In countries at all levels of income, health and illness follow a social

gradient: the lower the socioeconomic positionwioe se t he heal t hé
Al't does not have to be this way and i

Where systematic differences in health are judged to be avoidable by

reasonable action they are, quite simply, unfair.

It is this that we label health igeity. Putting right these inequitiéshe
huge and remediable differences in health between and within cotingies

a matter of social justice.
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7

Reducing health i nequities iIsé an ethi

killing peopleonayr and scal e. 0
The Commi ssionds overarching recommen
A Improve daily living conditions

i Improve the circumstances in which people, especially girls, women and

their children, are born, grow up, develop, learn, live, work and get older.
A Tackle the inequitable sfiribution of power, money, and resources

i Address inequities in the way society is organized through a strong public
sector that is committed, capable, and adequately financed. This requires
strengthened governance: legitimacy, space, and support fasamigty, for
an accountable private sector, and for people across society to agree public

interests and reinvest in the value of collective action.
A Measure and understand the problem an«

End of life care involves the elderlgnd the disabled Neonates. The
guestion are we morally allowed to alleviate suffering by killing the sick? Is
it about suffering or about saving resources? In fact it is money issue.

Looking in the Quran | found this verse

{31. Kill not your children forfear of want: We shall provide sustenance
for them as well as for you. Verily the killing of them is a great sin.} Isra

| felt relief as I finally reached an answer. Killing is wrong, it is a great sin.
No killing for children, and by analogical reasonmgkilling for the Old.

We should allocate resources instead. Shaik Yusef Qardawi (the head of
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Sunni Muslim scholars) and Tareq Ramadan have different position. For
them in case of severe pain and terminal illness the patient can be
autonomous to choosehe wantto take his medication or not (passive self
killing). The removal of feeding tube or not to resuscitate the patient is
allowed (passive killing). What is not allowed is active killing like giving
patient lethal injection. The permissibility of gase killing is based on

Prophet Mohammed tradition when a woman refused to be cured (the means
was that the prophet makes supplication to her) and wanted to practice
patience, the prophet allowed her to do so.

| do not agree with this Fatwd highly respect these two scholarg)jrst of

all, the analogy here is not valid. This woman had epilepsy. It is not fetal
disease, the woman was not terminally ill. It is not end of life question.
Second Prophet Mohammed did not have any miracles other thanrdoe Qu
(as stated very clearly in many verses in the Quran). He did not heal the sick.
When he himself got sick; he usexddication and he ordered us to seek
medicationsThis puts shadow of drought if this tradition is authentic. Third
this prophdt narraton reached us by single chain narrators. It can never be
used to deduce juridical law that allows killing people.

{ And do not kill yourselves} 29 Nisa

| only see fake but slim difference between passive and active killing. In the
former doctors refrain from giving medicine but they do not give lethal
injection thereby giving the patient a chance to live. If patient did not make
it by his own then he dieg\n example to show the importance of this
distinction is more obvious in the case of Spina bifida. Doctors can choose

to give lethal injection because the quality of life of the child is very low.
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However, if they did not give the child the injectionviaé be able to

survive up tell almost 30 years. Giving lethal injection based on our vision
and our perspective of the quality of life has the risk of Eugenics. Human
perspectives can be very different. What | preview as low quality can be
quite differentfrom what others might consider as low quality life. By
opening the door cduthanasi@ach doctor will deal with it from his own
perspective. Doctor (A) will choose éuthanize the blind while doctor (B)

will choosetoe ut hani ze f or \gilbresatlorybsoadendng x t .
the scope. Who are we to judge peaplguality of life?

But in some situation passive killing is harsher than active one. The mesult i
exactly the same; ending life and the reason is economics.

Sarah Palin said "And who will dief the most when they ration care? of
course. The America | know and love is not one in which my parents or my
baby with Down Syndrome will have to stand in front of Obama's 'death
panel' so his bureaucrats can decide, based on a subjective judgmeirt of th
'level of productivity in society,' whether they are worthy of health care.

Such a system is downright evil." (Aug 2009).

If we study reality; we have financial problem. According to distributive
justice money should be spent on saving people at ucktll can be

treated rather than spending too much money on terminally ill. But can we
think of how to solve our economical problem? Can we go back for zero

interest? Economists say the best economy can be achieved at zero interest.

My position above des not include either brain deathparsistent

vegetativestate it is allowed to remove life supporting machines if medical
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doctors confirm the condition. Brain death is deB#rsistenvegetative
stateentaik artificial extensios of life; nature lsould be liftto take its
course. This is the widely accepted notion betwadkluslim scholars

today.

What about the situations when therapeutic measures are futile and
aggressive. Shaik Yusef Qardawi (the head of Sunni Muslim scholars)
allows it. Treament is going to increase the suffering of the patient, who

will die any way from complications of the disease. Treatment is not
working and will not work. If we have one bed in the ward, can we allow
killing the terminal to give room for the waiting pattevho might have

survival chance? Can we use the analogy that killing 7 month fetus is lawful
to save the mothelil® this valid analogy? Is it like choosing for lesser harm

or we are all sinful as society becawse are not working on solvirige
economeal corruption problem; rather we are working on solving one of the
consequences of the economical crush that our counties are liwiitig.
translateThe "opinions of the Standing Committee for Scientific Research
and Issuing Fatwas " (25/80): Cases in which no procedures should be taken

to resuscitate the patient:

"First: If a patient is already dead when he reached the hospital, there is no

need b use resuscitation equipment.

Secondly: If the patient's condition is not valid for resuscitation as stated by
three specialist and trustworthy doctors, there is no need to use resuscitation

equipment.
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Thirdly: If the patient's disease is chroaiud treatment is futile, therefore,
death is inevitable as stated by three specialist and trustworthy doctors

there is no need to use resuscitation equipment.

Fourth: If the patient is incapacitated, or in a vegetative state, or cancer at an
advancedtage, or heart disease, lung disease, with frequent stoppages of the
heart and lungs, as decided by three of trustworthy specialist doctors that

there is no need to use resuscitation equipment.

Fifth: If patient has brain injury as reported by thepecialist trustworthy

doctors,- there is no need for the use of resuscitation equipment.

VI: If the resuscitation of the heart and lungs is futile and inappropriate for
the patient particular condition; according to the opinion of three trustworthy
medical specialiststhere is no need for the use of resuscitation equipment.

Standing Committee for Scientific Research and Issuing Fatwas.
Abdul Aziz bin Abdullah bin Baz (head of Muslim scholars in Saudi
Arabia)...Abdul Razzaq Afifi.

| am very skptical about the third poinHasting death in these cases miht
be killing for saving resources.

What about enaf-life decision making for Neonates? (Prof. Louis Kollée
Lecture)

A Three arguments involved:
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aNo survival chance despite maximal {jfeolonging care.
Death inevitake, regardless of
interventions
b-Survival on lifesupport possible, but baby will die shortly

after removal of intensive care treatment.
c-Long-term survival possible, but poor outcome expected (quality of life
argument). The baby will suffer severe congenital abnormalities
Cerebral damage from (complications of) treatment and extreme preterm
birth (2426 weeks).

In A/B there is no survivathance. The question is about C.

{15. We have enjoined on man kindness to his parents: In pain did his
mother bear him, and in pain did she give him birtlihe carrying of the
[child] to his weaning is [a period of] thirty monthsAt length, when he
reaches the age of full strength and attains forty years, he says, "O my
Lord! Grant me that | may be grateful fol¥our favour whichYou has
bestowed upon me, and upon both my parents, and that | may work
righteousness such asou mayapprove; and be gracious to me in my
issue. Truly have | turned t&ee and truly do | bow [to Thee] in Islam.”

16. Such are they from whom We shall accept the best of their deeds and
pass by their ill deeds: [They shall be] among the Companions of the

Garden: a promise! of truth, which was made to them [in this life].}

From the above verse we can deduce that at least 6 month pregnancy are
needed in order for a baby to be born healthy enough to be nursed. (30

24=6). The 24 monthre the two yearis verseof chapteBaqgara233 (2
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years nursing)But even if he survived before the 26 wk we have the duty to

save.

Fifth issue: Organ donation, Blood, and tissue donation

God is the owner of the body. He is the owner of everything as well.

{284. To Allah belong dlthat is in the heavens and on earth.}Bagara

God created us to worship Him by building the earth. (Please read even the
Angels ask for Dr. Jeffery Lang). God is the owner of the earth, therefore,
building the earth is not interfere with God powerful atgivnstead; It is

how we worship Him. It is a duty that Humans should stand up for.
Similarly curing the body is not interfere with his powerful activity, in the
contrary it is complying to His will. We are sinful if we do not fulfill this

duty. The ide of interfere with God business is Christian idea. Playing God
Is Christian logic. Created co Creator is the Catholic model to deal with the
new development dilemmagreatio continua, evolving creation, anthrepo
centric, optimistic, open future.(Fromgbessor Paul Schotsmans lecture).

In Islam; our body belongs to God therefdramans are entrusted on their
bodies. They have to do whatever it takes to preserve their life and body
integrity. Muslims take that being healthy means that they are capable to
worship God by educating themselves; glorifying God; working hard to
improve this earth, and promotes their best interests. Hence they need strong
healthy body to fulfill these tasks. If vege sick God is teaching us to take

the means for getting better

{in it (honey) there lies cure for people}

God is teaching human beings prophet Abraham supplication.
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{When | am sick it is He [Allah] whom cures me}

Muslims have duty to be personally accountable for their health.

The argument that Muslims are natling to donate their body part due to
resurrection is false. God is capable for assembling us as He is the One who

has created us in the first place.

{They swear their strongest oaths by Allah, that Allah will not raise up
those who die: Nay, but it ia promise [binding] on Him in truth: but most
among mankind realize it not.}

Organ donation helps saving lives. It is therefore similar to saving the entire
humanity

{On that account: We ordained for the Children of Israel that if any one
slewa self-unless it be for murder or for spreading mischief in the land

it would be as if he slew the whole people: And if any one saved a life, it
would be as if he saved the life of the whole people. Then although there
came to them Our Apostles with Clear Signst,yeven after that, many of
them continued to commit excesses in the land.} Maidah 32

Organ donation is Islamic duty, especially when we become cadavers.
Saving any self (Muslim or non Muslim) is a virtue and a great deed. Our
bodies are owned to God teésre when we are died we should make them

useful for humanity, rather than a waste.

Theproblem concerning the organ shortage is worldwide problem. It is not
Muslim societies problem. In her lecture the Professor of Philosophy Joan
McGregor called for Rai oni ng of organs. She said

100,000 candidates on the organ donor list and in a given year there are
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about 25K transplantations preformed. Thousands of people die each year
because of the shortage of orggmau st r ati on organso.

Questions like
Who gets the organ?

1-Everyone goes into a lottertreating everyone equally. If we make this
option the advantage will be that everyone is treated equally; but the
disadvantages of this choice is that it is blind to relevant factolsas

diagnosis.

2-first-come, first served: Advantages of this principle is that it treats
everyone equally. Disadvantages are that it favors people who are rich. Rich
are diagnosed and informed quickly. They have the money so they travel
from one stateatanother in order to get themselves enlisted on multiple

organ donation lists in many different regions.

3-Who is the sickestrule of rescue. Triage: treat the worst off first. Saving
the most number of lives. This ignores the prognosis. The sickest gaigh
some marginal benefits from the transplant but dies after a week due to other

morbidities.

4-Who is the youngesddirect resources to those who have had less of
something supremely valuaBlenamely life years. The youngest had less

life years than theldest. But people say this is ageism.
5-Whichever allocation will create the most good for the greatest number.

4-Prognosig saving the most life years, look at the quality of life.
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5-Who meritsor deserves the benefftomeone with high contributionrfo

the society such as scientist. If a scientist was on the track to find cure for
Malaria that will savemillions of people, then he should have precedent for
organs than a lay pensavho is burden on the sociefijhe disadvantage of
social usefulness it it is easy to manipulate criteria. It might be

transformed to the benefit of the rich, powerful, or authority people.

6-Reciprocitybenefit to society: If the someone donated organs, then if he

become a patient in need, he has the right to be listétedop.
7-Who can pay the most?

The United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) allocates organs based on

three principles:
1. Sickesffirst (current medical condition)
2. Firstcome, firstserved (waiting time)

3. Prognosis (antigen, antibody, and bloocdetypatching between recipient
and dono although this principle has only recently been used and given

| ow priority.o

Any one of these criteria alone is insufficient to guide the allocation of
organs. Therefore, | believe the decision should be made by the medical

team in the ward by weighing and balancing all these principles.

In Muslim society if people do not want dmnate their organs when they die,
their autonomy should be respected so long as the shortage does not result in
the death of the sick. Looking at reality, shortage is an issue and people are
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dying .If people are dying due to the shortage. | proposeutyadicy. If

the individual wants opt out when he dies, he then should sign a document
stating so. If the person did not sign then it is presumed that his wish was to
donate his organs. The family in this case should not be able to overrule the

wish of tre dead person.

If the opt out policy was not sufficient to bridging the gap between the
demand and the supply theproposethatthe Muslim government can
enforce a law in which all Muslim dead bodies can be used to retrieve the
organs (people belonging other religions should be subject to the same
law except if organ donatiahis unlawful in their belief) Paternalism is a
good strategy for public health. Setting limits to individual liberty can be
appeal to justice. Life saving can escalate froocomemended to mandatory.
Umar Bin Katab the prophet companion and the second ruler in Muslim
society said: if there is feminine, | (as gonor) will distribute the food;

people do not die half fulWhat about prisoner who are sentenced to death?
Shaik Yuef Qardawisaid only if they consent. If the prisoner did not
consent then we do not have the right to punish him twice. (Freedom, and
maintaining people dignity are higher intentions in Islahime prisoner

should be free to make a decision concerning his body like any other fellow

human in the society.

The next big question is it lawful for the living people to donate their organs

if the donation is not going to harm the donors® majority ofMuslims

scholars say No. Shaik Yusef Qardawi (the head of Sunni Muslim scholars)
said: A Donation is virtue; it is | awf

commodification bthink that this subject needs much more deliberation.
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Scholars are afraid of meet expansion and possible exploitation; however
there are many points that should be taken into consideration before coming
to juridical opinion like this. The World Health Organization who is

adopting similar position to Muslim scholars. The Kantiaruargnt

provides the logic. Commaodification of the human body treats people as
things that can be bought and Solélhuman beings can be bought and sold,
then they have a market value and can be treated as mere objects by
themselves or other peoplccordng to Kant, it is always wrong to treat
people as mere objects, since human beings have inherent moral worth and
dignity?*>,

In response to the World Health Organization and the International Congress
on Transplantation in Developing Countries, conderonatif the organs

selling, arguing that it is a coercive practice that exploits the poor; Dr.
Bakdash wrote: We live in a world of startling inequities: of the 10.8 million
children under age five who die each year, 10 million (more than 92 percent)
live in the lowerincome countries. Millions of the world's poorest people

have no access to clean water, and no opportunities to educate themselves or
their children. It is no wonder that some of these people sell their organs to
have a glimpse of a better lifEhe argument that we should protect the poor
from being exploited by banning them from selling their organs is a myth.
The poor are always exploited from the day they are born, and in all avenues
of life. The only thing of value left for some of themheir bodies. Is it

ethically justifiable to deprive the world's poorest people of the chance for a
better life?.
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| personally agree with Dr. Bakdash. | am not saying here; this ia Isla
position, instead it is mine.d\ther is the position of Muslim sclaws.l am

not sure this is corretslamicopinion.Islam is about looking for human

best interest; to reach for thestinterestwe need to weigh all the
arguments\When we claim protecting the poor from being harmed (less
healthy after the donation) lpanning them from selling their organs; we
should look at reality. Reality reveals that some of these poor starve to death.
Dying from hunger is a greater harm than the harm of getting sick. What
should be done is toytto maximize what the poor gigom these donation.

| am not arguing against giving the poor donors a chance to be lift out of
poverty, instead | am arguing to provide the donor with the necessary means
to make he&his donation as safe as possible and as beneficial as possible.
This is notto be understood as | morally accept selling one's own body as a
solution for poverty, rather than solving social, political, educational, and
financial problems. This is to be understood as an attempt to face reality and
to look for the best course of amt while dealing with the problems

mentioned above.

The big question isshould organ market be allowed and regulated ¢rInot
do not know. This needs economigtiso are Muslim scholait® set together
with sociologistto acquire a better understandiing the current market so

as to come up with juridicddatwa

The main points of ongoing argument in the literature concerning the organ

market regulation:

A- Disadvantages of regulated Market:
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I- Inalienability of the organs

ii-  Medically harmful.

lii-  Against body itegrity

Iv-  Society should not accept wrong behawsrsuch.

v-  Regulated market will be subject to capitalism and privatization.
Therefore it will eventually get corrupted.

B- Advantages of regulated Market:

I- Better deals for thpoorseller rather than for middle man

ii-  Follow up in case of post operative complications

lii- Increase the supply; therefore provide more organs for people
who need organs to save their lives.

iv-  Black market is taking place any way. Exploitation is ongoing

v-  Reducehe horror of poverty if the money is used wisely by the
poor. If they are helped to establish small projects to generate
their income in small increments. Otherwise it will probably be

wasted.

The sixth issue: Triage is lawful similar to any useful act@rhumanity. If
it became life saving technique then it escalates from recommended to
mandatory.
Triage: fundamentals ProDr Marc Sabbe

A Save as many lives

A Save maximal possible duration of life

A Save maximal possible quality of life
How to executertage, should be lift for the medical team at the ward

judgment.
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The seventh issue Performing amputation in case of Gangrene

1- Gangrene can cause rotting tissue death. If amputation is not performed then
it might spread and cause death. In this caseheisltity for a Muslim
person to subject himself to this surgical removal/Isé&ns if she refrain

from doing that. Islam has Preserviifg as main aim.

Muslim should preserve his lifen the Resurrection Day God will bring us

back to life even if we ere amputated. God said

{I do call to witness the Resurrection Day; And | do call to witness the-self
reproaching: [Eschew Evil. Does man think that We cannot assemble his
bones? Nay, We are able to put together in perfect order the very tips of his

fingers}
God said

{And when they are told, "Spend yaf [the bounties] with which Allah
has provided you," the Unbelievers say to those who believe: "Shall we
then feed those whom, if Allah had so willed, He would have fed,
[Himself]?- You are in nothing but nanifest error."Further, they say,
"When will this promise [come to pass], if what y@ay is true?" They will
not [have to] wait for aught but a single Blast: it will seize them while they
are yet disputing among themselves! No [chance] will they then héwe
will, to dispose [of their affairs], nor to return to their own people! The
trumpet shall be sounded, when behold! from the sepulchres [men] will
rush forth to their Lord! They will say: "Ah! Woe unto us! Who hs
raised s up from our beds of repose?"This is what [Allah] Most
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Merciful had promised. And true was the word of the messengers!"It will
be no more than a single Blast, when lo! they will all be brought up before
Us! Then, on that Day, not a self will be wronged in the least, and you

shall but be repaid the meeds of your past Deegsageen

God said

{Do not man see that it is We Who created him framop? yet behold!
he[stands forth] as an open adversary! And he makes comparisons for Us,
and forgets his own [origin and] Creatiortde says,'Who can give life to
[dry] bones and decomposed ones [at that]?" Say, "He will give them life
Who created them for the first time! for He is Welkersed in every kind of
creation!-

"The same Who produces for you fire out of the green tree, whendbeh
You kindle therewith [your own fires]!

"Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth able to create the like
thereof?" - Yea, indeed! for He is the Creator Supreme, of skill and
knowledge [infinite]'Verily, when He intends a thing, His Command is,
"be", anditis ! So glory to Him in Whose hands is the dominiohadl
things: and to Him will yoube all brought back yaseen

God said

{They swear their strongest oaths by Allah, that Allah will not raise up
those who die: Nay, but it is a promise [binding] &fim in truth: but most

among mankind realize it not.
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[They must be raised up], in order that He may manifest to them the truth
of that wherein they differ, and that the rejecters of Truth may realize that
they had indeed [surrendered to] Falsehood.

40. For to anything which We have willed, We but say the word, "Be", and
it is}. Al Nahl

Chapter seven: TheQuran

As a Muslim | believe
1-1 have the duty to look for truth. This is why God gave us brains and

books.
2-The origin of all these massagesimmilar. God religion is one religion.

{Verily, those who believed and those who are Jews &odports (for
those who supports Jesysdnd Sabians, whoever believed in Allah and the
last day and does righteous good deeds shall have their reward with their

Lord, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve}

The first and last guiding message that descended to earth was surrendering
to God (Literally Islam). Islam in submission sense encompasses all form of

religions.
{The religion of God is Islam}

Muslims bel i eve t hat Mos es, Jesus, Abr ah

people to submit to God (Islam). However, each of the previous prophets
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had different constitution in order to fit the time, place, and human context.
Therefore Judaism was a form of Islamnaedl as Christianity. Islam that
descended on Mohammed is also a form of Istauhjntended to suit

humanity til the end

Muslims also believe that the originality of the previous religions was not
preserved. Therefore God sent Mohammed. The old antethiéestaments

were modified by human beings.

{Then woe to those who write the book
This is from Allah,"}

Every individual at every stage of human history, living in any part of the
world is justified in saying: If | anto belief today; | would like to have a
proof (that God exists) for myself today. The reason demands that the proof

should be universal for all people irrespective of time and space

God revealed Himself by His wasth His Books.The book of Muses,
then Torah, then the bible then tQaran

Quran is Allah's final book for the entire mankind irrespective of time and

space. Quran is the original book on e#otiay

Thebig question here; is the Quran Go@/ords?if so what is the proof? Or
we can ephrase the question: Did God revealed himself in His words for

humanity?
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AQuran I s basically a book of instruct
but it also deals with attributes of God; duties of angels and jinn; histories of
prophets and communitieacvarious phenomena of nature like: creation

and ending of the universe, alteration of day and night, changing of seasons,
creation of plants, animals and man etc., subjects which fall in the

jurisdiction of science through which man is invited to reftactthe creation

and its mechanism and thereby accept the existence and supremacy of God.

Quran the last religious deals with topics which impress people of all times

and intellectual standard&.book void of mistakes, contradictions,

superstitionsgifferences.

{1. A. L. R. [This is] a Book, with verses basic or fundamental [of
establishedneaning], further explained in deta#,from One Who is Wise
and Wellacquainted}Hud

ARGod knew that the world would pass
everything would be weighed in the balance of science, it is quite

possible that just due to this reason, and He included topics of science

in the Quran in such manner that should provide a proof of the truth of

the Quran. There might not seem to be ahgiopossible reason for

topics of science being included in a book of instructions, because the
common man who lived during the period of revelation of the Quran

fourteen hundred years back was not so well informed on the subject

of science as to underat} appreciate or admire the informative and

i ntell ectual standard of the book,
above passage i 455miracles ara mysterekin cal | e d
the QurarD r . Mazhar Kazi ol recommend t hi

95



are interestd for an answer of the question about the originality of
Quran.( the following is froml55 miracley

A-Scientific miracles

Miracles in discoveries in nature:

1-Beginning of universe as a gaseous mass

{He comprehended in His design the heaven whewais only a smoke}

This verses that the heavens in the beginning were just a smoky mass before
being transformed into various galactic systems of stars, and planets. A
modification of the Big Bang theory called the "inflationary theory"

describes the origal condensed matter as arising from empty space. The
astronomers today have pictures of other galaxies being formed by
condensation of spiraling celestial cosmic mists. It should, however be
noticed that what astronomers call mist the Quran calls snmd&edless to

say the word mist implies a cool and tranquil spray of water, whereas, the
word smoke implies a hot gaseous mass containing air borne particles. This
is an example of the literary miracle of the Quran that it gives an accurate

description othe topic at hand by using the most appropriate words.

2-Origin of universe as one entity
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{Have they not who disbelieve seen that the heavens and earth were joined

together (as one piece "Ratay] then We parted them "Fataq"}

Quran in this verse describéhe phenomenon of the creation of the universe
by using two specific words; Fataq and Rataq. The word Fataq in Arabic
language signifies the process of breaking and separation of elements, and
word Ratag in Arabic language signifies the process ofdusirbinding
together of elements into homogenous mass. Hence, the verse reveals that
heavens and earth at the beginning were joined together, and that
subsequently they were separated. Recent advancement in astronomy
especially revealed the Big Bangding. It holds that the universe in the
beginning was concentrated as one unit in the form of a super dense
agglomeration of matter and energy. Some fifteen billion years ago, there
was a big bang, within 10 minus 32 of a second the universe expanded 10 t
30 or more of its initial size. As a result of this explosion the super dense
agglomeration of fragments, all traveling with different speeds and

directions, finally was condensing to form the present heavenly bodies.

3- Time element in the splitting thie original mass
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{We (Allah) have certainly created everything with a program; And our

command is but, like the twinkling of the eye}

As sated above the scientist postulate that the time required for the splitting
of the original mass was less than 1Gwnsi 32 of a seconds. This verse
states the command of Allah, is like the twinkling of the eye. In other world
a fraction of second was needed for the formation of our present day
universe. The Nobel Prize for science in 1977 was awarded for this

discovey.

4- Expansion of the universe.

{with power did We construct the heaven, verily, We are expanding it}

The radio telescopes have now provided evidence that this space is

expanding at nearly the speed of light.

5-Four stages of the development of earth

{And He (Allah) set on (the earth) mountains firmly set over its surface,
and bestowed (his) blessings on the earth. And determined there in its
sustenance (and creatures) in four balanced periods (according to the

requirement), for (information of those) wi ask}
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Geologists divide the history of earth into four major areas as follows:

aPreCambrian Era: from 600 to 3300 million years

b-Paleozoic Era: from 230 to 600 million years

c- Mesozoic Era: from 63 to 230 million years

d-Cenozoic Era Recent to 6illion years

6-Ellipsoidal or spherical shape of earth

{Then He (Allah) gave the earth an oval form (Dahaha)}

The Arabic word used Dahaha. Dahas ostrich egg. The modern
research has shown that the relative difference of earth's-Sotitin
diameterin comparison to its equatorial diameter has given it an

ellipsoidal or spherical shape.

12 -The dying stars

{And when the heaven splitteth asunder and becometh rosy like red-hide

Which is it, of the favours of your Lord, that ye deny?}
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Pictures from NASA website

B-Quranis a book that cannot be reproduced

{23. And if you are in doubt as to what We have revealed to Our
worshiper, then produce a chapter like thereunto; and call your withnesses
or helpers besides Allah, if your are true.
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24. Butif ye cannot and of a surety yowannot then fear the Fire whose
fuel is men and stoneswhich is prepared for those who reject Faith.}
Baqgara

C-Quranis a book that outsmart people. It projects all the controversial

points and answer to thefaxample:

{7. And they say: "What sort of a messenger is this, who eats food, and
walks through the street§Furgan

God answers them:

{20. And the messengers whom We sent befjanewere all [men] who ate
food andwalked through the streets} Furgan

Example

{32. Those who reject Faith say: "Why is not the Qur'an revealed to him
all at once?}Furgan

God answers them:

{Thus [is it revealed], that We may strengthen thy heart thereby, and We
have rehearsed it to thee in slow, wallranged stages, gradly.

33. And no question do they bring to thee but We reveal to thee the truth
and the best explanation [thereof].} 32 Furgan

Example

{31. Also, they say: "Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some leading
man in either of the two [chief] cities?"} Zukuf

God answers them:

{32. Is it they who would portion out the Mercy of thy Lord?}Zukruf

Example

{Why has not an angel been sent down to him to give admonition with
him?} Furqan 7

God answers them:
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{9. If We had made it an angel, We should have sent him as a man} Anam
Example

{50. You they say: "Why are not Signs sent down to him from his Lord?"}

God answers them:

{Say: "The signs are indeed with Allah: and | am indeed a clear Warner."}
Ankabot

Quran is described as

{And indeed it is a Book of exalted poweéto falsehood can approach it
from before or behind it: It is sent down by

One Full of Wisdom, Worthy of all Praise.} Fusilat 41/42

Arabic Quran is one book, never revised, never renewed)amo author

Protected from changes induced by humans.

{9. We have sent down the remembrance; and We will assuredly guard
it}Hijer

Chapter Eight

EVOLUTION the evidence of NO creator

Two persondad the following dialoge

Firstone People say Godreated man. Science say man created God.
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Secondone God existence is proved by science, the organization of the

world is the evidence.
Firstone the world proves there is no God. Evolution is the evidence.

| will transfer what the Muslim philosopher and Medical doctor has written
in his book dialog with my atheist friend to address the question who created
the Creator. Then | will discuss evol

to Darwin; Theissueofceet i ono by Dr . Hassan Hamid

103



First issue: who created the Creator:

To believe in God existence, We follow the logic that every created thing has a
creator. Thus fabrics are evidence for the presence of the tailor, paint is evidence
for the presencefohe painter, and the universe is evidence for the presence of

God. We can use this same rationale to ask who created the Creator?

You are admitting that God is the creator then you ask who created the creator.
Thus, you think of Him as Creator and ligoreated at the same time. This is

controversy because God is either or.

{Is then He, who creates as one who creates not}

You are imagining the creator to be subject to the laws that apply only to the
created creatures. Created creatures' live iaiogitne and space, while God has
created time and space and thus he is above time and space. The laws of time and
space do not apply to Him. God has created the law. It follows that we should not

imagine Him to be subject to the law.

A similar methodoloyg of thinking to yours is found in the example of a man how
created a doll that moves by battery. This man should also move by battery, similar
to the doll that he has made, thinks the doll. Simply that is not correct, because the
law that apply to whasimade does not apply to the maker. However, if the doll

has not seen the man it will assume that he needs the battery to move. When told
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that the man moves with no battery the doll refuses to accept that fact. It simply

does not make sense to me, the daidl.

A German philosopher said "mans brain is able to understand phenomenon and
partial facts, but is incapable to understand what is beyond such as God existence.

We know God by our conscious.

Ari stotl e believed t hat i tcebsatiea from seedma d e
so 1tés |Ii ke a chain. He continued with

that his chain must end up at a creator How is not in need for creation.

God is the proof thus he does not need a proof.

God existence is obwus in the organization, accuracy, and beauty present in all
His creations. His Greatness is manifested in the magnificence of creatures such as

the leaves of trees, the feathers of birds, the day and the night, stars and planets.

If people claim creatioto chance, they will be similar to whom who imagines that
letters thrown in air will assemble themselves forming a poem as good as

Shakespearebs poem but, without an auth

God said
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{God is only one, God is the sdtifficient master, whom all creatureseedsHe
begets not, nor wale begotten, and there is none-egual or comparable to

Him}

Here it is legitimate to ask the question: Why do you believe that God is one? Why

could not He be more than one? i.e. two or three? Each God has his own specialty

God is one because the whole universe is created following a similar plan.
Hydrogen atoms were formed by Fusin; similar to the atomic energy that irradiates

from stars that were formed by the exact same way.

All life components were formed from carboompounds. All can burn to carbon.

All creatures were created following similar anatomical plan. Hence, the anatomy

of the frog rabbit pigeon, crocodile, and whale is similar.

All creatures have similar veins, arteries, heart cambers, bone, digestera,sys
urinary system, and reproductive system. The simple unit which is the cell

behaves similarly in animals, plants, man, ameba (breath, proliferate, differentiate).

{Do people not think deeply in their own selves (about themselves)}

The unity of the cration reflects the unity of the Creator.

God is the selbufficient. He does not need any other God to complete Him. Only

un-complete creatures need to be in multiples.
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If there is more than one God, then they would have fight with each other. They
will differ and each one of them would have kept what He created for himself.

Hence the universe would have been damaged.

{No son (or offspring) did Allah beget, nor is there any God along with Him. (If
there has been many Gods), then each God would hakert away what He had
created, and some would have tried to overcome others! Glorified is Allah above

all that they attribute to him!}

{High exalted is Allah above all that they associate as partners (to Him)}

{Is there any God with Allah? Say: Bring fortlyour proof, if you are truthful}

Second argument: Evolution

There are two hypothesis about the beginning of the creationlifiecan Earth

could have arisen)

1-The hypothesisf independent creation; states that each creature was created

independently

2- The hypothesis of evolution; all creatures&ereated from the same origin

Then they evaluated from each other; finglchgain independence.

God ordered us to walk iragh and to study how creation start€adprovided us

with cluesin theQuran:
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First we need to study the theory of hiife on Earthcould have arisen from
inanimatematterthen, evolution which is the study of how groups of already

living things changgover time

Scientest estimate the earth age as 4600 Million years. It was melted mass that
gradually got cool ithousand million years. Gases emitted from inside the earth

were wasted in the space. Then the surface cooled and is called earth crust.The
earth retained gases surrounding it. Atmosphere statred to form, Iyptit@esis

Is that Oxygen was nearly absémtheatmospheref early earthH20 evaborates

then it decendes on the earth forming the occeans and water baaligs.

Kennedy, an associate professor of sedimentary geology and geochemistry at UCR,
said AOur study shows for the first tin
surface of Earth increased the production of clay minerals and provided iited crit
geochemical processes necessary to oxygenate the atmosphere and support
multicellular animal life,". Clay minerals form in soils through biological

interactions with weathering rocks and are then eroded and flushed to the sea,
where they are depositas mud. Because clay minerals are chemically reactive,

they attract and absorb organic matter in ocean water, and physically shelter and

preserve itl.

1-Clay Made Animal Life Possible on Early Earth
http://www.redorbit.com/news/science/387141/clay _maménal life_possible o

n_early earth/index.html

The clay in the following verse.

{11. Just ask their opinion: are they the more difficult to create, or the
[other] beings We have created? We have created them out of sticky clay!} Safat
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The exegeses of thierse states that the clay in the verse is a clay that have been
neighboring water, for that it is stick§god said that He has created all creatures
from water.

{7. He Who has made everything which He has created most good: He began the

creation of human (Insan)with clay}sajda

{45. And Allah has created every animal from water: of them there are some
that creep on their bellies; some that walk on two legs; and some that walk on

four. Allah creates what He wills for verily Allah has power over #iings.}Nur

{We mack from water every living thingAnbia

{54. It is He Who has created man from water: then has He established
relationships of lineage and marriage: forour Lord has power [over all things].}

Furquan

This organic substances consisbajanic particles; small rings of amino acids and
nucleic acids, they form bonds with each other. The formation of the organic
substance lasted for 500 million years. The organic substance was the basis of
formation of the first living things on Eartkingle cellprokaryotegwhich lack a

cell nucleus), perhaps evolved frgmrotobionts(organic molecules surrounded by
a membrandike structure). For this protoplasmic cell, God has given life. So He

has transform these dead organic compounds into living ones.

{And who is it that brings out the livig from the dead and the dead from the
living?} Yusis 31

{He beganthe creation of human (Insanyvith clay }sajda
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In the presence of CO2 God will for some of #irggle cellprokaryotego switch
from using the surrounding organic molecules as the source of energy, to solar
energy. The first plant cetlontaining chlorophylemergedPlants used

chlorophyll toperform photosynthsis and generate carbohydrates. For
Photosynthese plants consume light and CO2 then releaex@fen necessary

to support animal life began to accumulate in the atmospAetke end of this era
animal cells emergerd. Animals cameelabecause they require O2 for their
survival. Animal can not manufacute carbohydsatieey need to eat plants to get

them

From that history we learned that humans belong to long past, were all living
creatures started from one cell that has existeélda sea.
Scientist divide earth to the sky, watenddand. Sea is part of earthad said that

He has grown us from earth.

Then the verse that has implicit clue that all creatures originate from similar origin
{19. See they not how Allah originateseation, then repeats it: truly that is

easy for Allah.

20. Say: "Travel through the earth and see how Allah did originate creation; so
will Allah produce the later creation: for Allah has power over all

things.}Angabot

In the first verse God is tellingsuo look to see how creation is a repeated process.
We see that when an egg hatch, and the check come out, or when we see new born
baby. In the second verse God is telling us to search how did He started creation.

This indicates that all creatures wereated by similar beginning. The origin of
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creation is similar, and our task is to look in the universe to educate ourselves how
the creation started. If there were multiple origins of creation, there would have
been many beginnings; each creature hasvinsl®ginning. God ordered us to
examine creation in the broad precept. Timglies that humawreationis not
distinct,instead our creation is similar to other creatures creation. Creatures are
linked to each other.

To summarize all creatures hasiailar origin of creation. Human has grown from
earth.

{17. "And Allah has produced you from the earth growing}Nuh

Evolution does not mean that human has evaluated from monkey. The origin of
monkey is a monkey. The origin of human is human; evoluticemsi¢éhat human
and monkey have similar origin.

{29. It is He Who has created for you all things that are on earth; Moreover His
design comprehended the heavens, for He gave order and perfection to the

seven firmaments; and of all things He has perfectdwledge.} Bagara (cow)

Modern Human in the Quran

In English language the word human has no synonymous. In Arabic language there
are 2 words that indicate the meaning of human. These are (Insan) and (Bashar).
Most Arabs think that the two words are similélowever, the use of these 2

words is not identical in the Quran. (Insan) and (Bashar) both are classified in the
genusHomobut (Insan) and (Bashar) they belong to differentigse Insan has
originated from stick clay at some point he was nothing worth mentioning.

{1. Has there not been over Madnsana long peria of Time, when he was

nothing mentioned?

111


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homo_(genus)

2. Verily We created Mamnsanfrom a mingled drop (zygote), in order to try him:
SoWe gave him [the gifts], of Hearing and Sightisan

From Insan who is classified in the geti@mnag other intermediatepecies before
Bashar existed (because the Quran used different derivative of the word Insan
which might indicate different spices of Homo genus. At the end of these species

came modern humansldmo sapiens(Bashar) .

{26. We creatednan(Insan) from sounding clayof altered black smooth mud

27. And the Jinn race, We had created before, from the fire of a scorching wind.
28. Behold! your Lord said to the angels: 'am about tocreateman (Bashar)

from sounding clayof altered black smooth mud

29. "When | have fashioned him [in due proportion] and breathed into him of
My soul, fall you down in prostration unto him."

30. So the angels prostratedeimselves, all of them togethétijer

The verse clearly talks about the creatioitnsfinin the past tense, while the
creation ofBasharin the present or very soon futui&hen God talked to the
angels about the creation of the modern human (Adam and his progeny) they
assumedthathes going to be as bad as the
Primitive human was corrupt and he shed blood. God knew that He is going to
create human (Basar) who has higher cognitive and mental cgpashtpned

him [in due proportion}. He Answered thdtknow what you do not. God points
out to thisclue aboutmental capacitpy stating that He taught Adem the names.

{30. Behold, your Lord said to the angels: "l will createsaiccessofKalifa) on

earth."
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They said: "Will you place therein one who Winake mischief therein and shed
blood?? while we do celebrate Thy praises and glorify Thy holy [name]?" He
said: "I know what you know not."

31. And He taught Adam the names of all things; then He placed them before

the angels, and said: "Tell me the nare®f these if you are right."} bagara

Firstwas the creation of Insan; the primative human then God created the Basar
who is the modern rational humandue proportionsFor this modern human He
ordered the Angles to prostrate. This new species of human will not only do bad
and shed blood, but also will do good and spread beasgn humans where

more primitive or less smart therefore they spread corruption. Theya@aeed

by the current Bashar humans who @nest likely§)son of Adam. Adam then

has parents who are Insan. Insan and Bashar lived together on earth for some time
then Insan was distinct. Becauasanwasdistinct due to their corruption; God

use theword Insan to address us modern human specially when bad deeds are
involved.

{6. O man(Insan)! What has seduceaufrom your Lord Most Beneficenty

Bashar are the current earth inherent they are to be successor (kalifa) for each other.
But if they turnaway from God they will also be replaced similar to the example of
previousinsan.

{133.Your Lord is seltsufficient, full of Mercy: if it were His will, He could

abolish you, and in your place appoint whom He will as your successors, even as

He raised you up from the posterity of other people.}

Shuik Sharawi said there are no synonomus in the book of Allah each word has its

clear specific meanindggasharcan choose to do bad or goddhe word Insan God
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did not use to call any of His gsbetsfrom Noah to Mohammed>od uses the

word Basharto describe his prophets.

Prophet Noolpeace be upon him

{23. [Further, We sent a long line of prophets for your instruction]. We sent
Noah to his people: He said, "O my people! worship AllahblYhave no other
godbut Him. Will you not fear [Him]?"

24. The chiefs of the Unbelievers among his people said: "He is no more than a

man Basharlike yourselves Mumenoon

ProphetdVoses and Aaropeace be upothem

{45. Then We sent Moses and his broth&aron, with Our Signs and authority
manifest,

46. To Pharaoh and his Chiefs: But these behaved insolently: they were an
arrogant people47. They said: "Shall we believe in two m&ashar like
ourselves? And their people are subject to usfumenoon

Proplet Jesugpeace be upon him

{It is not (possible) for any human beind@shar) to whom Allah has given the
Book and AlHukma (the knowledge and understanding of the laws of religion,
etc.)and Prophethood to say to the people: "Be my worshippers rather than
Allah's." On the contrary (he would say "Be you Rabbaniyun [earned men of
religion who practice what they know and also preach gtheesause you are

teaching the Book, and you argudying it."}
About Mohammed peace be upon him

{93. "Or you have a house adorned with gold, or you escalate into

the skies. No, we shall not even believe in your escalation until you send down to
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us a book that we could read." Say: "Glory to my Lord! Am | aught but a man
Bashar; a messenger?"

94. What kept men back from belief when Guidance came to them, was nothing
but this: they said, "Has Allah sent a maBashar(like us] to be [His]
Messenge?"}Al Isra

Those how hold the first hypotheses say that God crdasd and Adam from
dust. This does not mean muather than the origin of creatiobecause God

created all human from dust.

Jesusaand Adam

{59. The similitude of Jesus before Allak as that of Adam; He created him
from dust, then said to him: "Be". And he was.

60. The Truth [comes] from Allah alone; so be not of those who doubt.

All human} Al Umran

All human

{20. Among His Signs in this, that He created you from dust; and thémhold,
you are men scattered [far and wide]'}Rum

The verse is addressing the origin of creation.

{12. Man We did create from a quintessence [of clay]}

In fact creation in stages is stated in the Quran. It could be referring to embryonic
development or tevolution or even to both. The latter meaning is more likely
becausehte embryo moves from one phase to another. Stages presuposes changes

in the species. One species evolve to give the other.
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{14. He has created you in stages} Nuoh
The clear evidencef evolution

{21. O youpeople(Nas: plural of Insan) Adore your GuardianLord, Who
created yowand those who came before yahat you may have the chance to
learn righteousness}Heavehaqara

Whether Darween hypotheses is true or tiwtre have beecommunitybefore us
with not shadow of droughthose who came before ypu
And we came from thosgho came before:

{ 133. Thy Lord is selkufficient, full of Mercy: if it were His will, He could
destroy you, and in your place appoint whom He will as ysuccessors, even as
He raised you up from the posterity of other people.} Anam

Thebeginning of creation was from clay, thelmain of despised water:

{7. He Who has made everything which He has created most good: He began the
creation of man with clay,

8. And made his progeny from ehain of despised water:

9. But He fashioned him in due proportion, and breathed into him of

His soul. And He gave you [the faculties of] hearing and sight and feeling

[and understanding]: little thanks do ye giveS5ajda

Thechain of despised water, can (most likely) refer to the cytoplasm in the cells,
Then human was furnished in proportion, then the soul was breathed. Stages of

creation beyond drought. More ov@progeny from achain}

Another clues can be deduced from fiblélowing verses:
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God has created all things.

{ Say: "Allah is the Creator of all thingsRaed 16

He creates by saying (be) indicating that there are things that are created from
nothing.

{It is He Who has created the heavens and the earth in trath¢g on the Day
(i.e.the Day of Resurrection) He will sayBe!", - and it shall becomé Al

Anam 73

Allah also creates by telling a thing that already exists to be. In this case creation
entails evolution of one thing from another preexisting thing.nbtscreation from
nothing.

{ Verily! Our Word unto a thing when We intend it, is only that We say unto it:
"Be!" and it is.} Nahil 40

{ for Allah creates what He wills. When He has decreed somethingsbigs to it
only: "Be!" and it is.} Al Umran 47

Forhuman creation; after the start of his creation from clay certain time passed.

{2. He it is created you from clay, and then decreed a stated term [for you]. And
there is in His presence another determined term; yet goubt within
yourselves!}Al Anam

Those how hold the first hypotheses also relay on bunch of fabricated traditions,

that sayGod created Eve from the rib of Adam.

These traditions aginated from the old testemefithese traditions k& nothing to

do with prophet Mohammed. To Mohammed, creation is among the unseen. Allah
stated clearly in the Quran that Mohammed has no knowledge of the unseen.
{Say © Muhammait "I don't tell you that with me are the treasures of Allah,

nor (that) | knowthe unseennor | tell you that | am an angell but follow what
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Is revealed to me by inspiration.” Say: "Are the blind and the one who sees equal?
will you not then take thought?"} Anaam
Also

{And with Him are the keys of the Ghaill that is hidden),none knows them
but He. And He knows whatever there is in (or on) the earth and in the sea; not a
leaf falls, but he knows itThere is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor

anything fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.} 59 Anaam

Also

{Say © Muhammat "I possess no power of benefit or hurt to myself except as
Allah wills. If | had the knowledge of the Ghaib (unseer)should have secured
for myself an abundance of wealth, and no evil should have touchedliram

but a warner, and a bnger of glad tidings unto people who believe."}

Note (for Muslims): all traditions concerning Jesus coming back, Mahdi, Dajal,
what the prophet saw in Hill or paradise and Mjmpphet going to the sky) story
are fabricated

8 Shik Mohammed Abdo statéldat there is no text in the Quran that reveals with
no drought that Adam is the fatherBdshar

Chapter nine
Islamic philosophy of the human being; body, soul, and self
Human beings in Islam consists of three components:
Body, soul, and self.

A-Self
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The self is our inner being th@uran has addressed 260 times; touching on
different aspects dhis inner beingOn the self lieshe responsibility to provide
guidance to right and wrong. The sedin tell the good from bad.

{man will beevidence against himself, Even though he were to put up his
excuses}14;15 Quyamah

{And whoever purifies himself does so for the benefit of his own self; and the
destination [of all] is to Allah.} Fater 18

{By the Self, and the proportion and order givémit; And its enlightenment as
to its wrong and its right; Truly he succeeds that purifies it, And he fails that
corrupts it'} Al Shamus 710

The self do the election adopting one of three states or alternating between one
state and another (differenifman beings can have different selves or the same
person can move from one self to another).
aThe self that orders evil: Ego State is extravagant; e.g extravagant on sex;
extravagant on food consumption, extravagant on obtaining power and money.
{the [human] self orders evil} yusef 53
b-The self that is in constant struggle between good and evil;
{And | do call to witness the reproaching selfjlyamah 2
following submission to evil the inner being blames itself ; then repents.
This self does not dwell in evil instead it denounces its mistakes and turns
towards its Creator.
{and never give up hope of Allah's Soothing Mercy: truly no one despairs
of Allah's Soothing Mercy, except those who have no faith."} Yusif
c- Assured, calm, and peaceful self:
{"O righteous self, in [complete] rest and satisfaction!
28. "Come back thou to thy Lordwell pleased [thyself], and weflleasing
unto Him!
29. "Enter thou, then, among My devotees!
30. "Yea, enter thou My Heaven!} fajer
This self hageached high level of sensitivity and awareness of Allah
presence. Glooms of evil pass by lightly without biding in the heart.
{200. If a suggestion from Satan assail thy [mindjeek refuge with Allah;
for He hears and knows [all things].
201. Those who fear Allah, when a shadow of evil from Satan assaults
them, bring Allah to remembrance, when lo! they see [aright]!}Araf
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No original sin is Islam. Humans were not created anehrth as punishment;

rather they are caretakers who work in order to build the earth. We do not inherit

the sins of our parents. Not Adamébés sin
my cl osest friendds sins.

{No self shall bear the burden afnother}6:164

{ Nor can a bearer of burdens bear another's burdens if one heavily laden
should call another to [bear] his load. Not the least portion of it can be
carried [by the other]. Even though he be nearly related.} Fater 18

7-All selves knew Godbefore being born with the body; therefore they have
natural subconscious inclination to admit His existence and Oneness. When they
turn away from His Will to meet their desires they sink in anxiety.

{172. "Am | not your Lord?"- They said: "Yes! We do wify!" [This], lest you
should say on the Day of Judgment: "Of this we were never mindful":173. Or
lest you should say: "Our fathers before us may have taken false gods, but we
are [their] descendants after them: will you then destroy us because of thdgde
of men who were futile?"} Araf

Transgression of man is against his own self

{O mankind! your insolence is against your own selves) enjoyment of the life
of the present: in the end, to Us is your return, and We shall show you the truth
of all that you did.} younis 23

Even when the selves sin they are still described by God as worshipers of Him
providing that they repent:

{63. And the worshipers of [God] Most Merciful are those who walk on the earth
in humility, and when the ignorant addrestém, they say, "Peace!";

64. Those who spend the night in adoration of their Lord prostrate and
standing;65. Those who say, "Our Lord! avert from us the Wrath of Hell, for its
Wrath is indeed an affliction grievoust6. "Evil indeed is it as an abode, arab

a place to rest in";67. Those who, when they spend, areexttavagant and not
niggardly, but hold a just [balance] between those [extremes]; 68. Those who
invoke not, with Allah, any other god, nor slay such life as Allah has made
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sacred except for jst cause, nor commit fornicatiors; and any that does this

[not only] meets punishment.

69. [But] the Penalty on the Day of Judgment will be doubled to him, and he will
dwell therein in ignominy;70 Unless he repents, believes, and works righteous
deeds, dr Allah will change the evil deeds of such persons into good, and Allah
Is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful,

71. And whoever repents and does good has truly turned to Allah with an
[acceptable] conversion72. Those who witness no falsehood, and, if they pass
by futility, they pass by it with honorable [avoidance]; 73. Those who, when they
are admonished with the Signs of their Lord, droop not down at them as if they
were deaf or blind;74. And those who pray, "Our Lord! Grant unto us spouses
and offspring whowill be the comfort of our eyes, and give us [the grace] to lead
the righteous."75. Those are the ones who will be rewarded with the highest
place in heaven, because of their patient constancy: therein shall they be met
with salutations and peace,76. Dwaly) therein;- how beautiful an abode and
place of rest!} Furquan

5-The self is the being that do the deeds in this life. It will be aware of these deeds
when it is brought back to life in the resurrection day.

{4. And when the Graves are turned upsidendg-5. [Then] shall each self know
what it has done forward and backward 6. O man! What has seduced you from
your Lord Most Generous? Infitar

Death is the departure of self

{Every self shall have a taste of death: And only on the Day of Judgment

shall you be paid your full recompense. Only he who is saved far from the fire
and admitted to the garden will have attained the object [of Life]: For the life of
this world is but goods and chattels of deception.}iAinran, or The Family of
Imran 185}

The sel should be preserved

{On that account: We ordained for the Children of Israel that if any one Kills

a self-unless it be for murder or for spreading mischief in the landgt would be

as if he killed the whole people: And if any one saved a lifeyauld be as if he
saved the life of the whole people. Then although there came to them Our
Apostles with Clear Signs, yet, even after that, many of them continued to
commit excesses in the land.} Maidah 32
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Self should be prepared for the day after

{Then guard yourselves againstBay when one self shall not avail another,
nor shall compensation be accepted from her nor shall intercession profit her
nor shall anyone be helped [from outside].} bagara

Self can handle the burden of choice

{286. On no self des Allah Place a burden greater than it can bear. It gets
every good that it earns, and it suffers every ill that it earns. [Pray:] "Our

Lord! Condemn us not if we forget or fall into error; our Lord! Lay not on us a
burden Like that which You did lay othose before us; Our Lord! Lay not on us
a burden greater than we have strength to bear. Blot out our sins, and grant us
forgiveness. Have mercy on us. You are our Protector; Help us against those
who stand against faith."} Baqara

Evil self

{Yield up yar selves: this day shall you receive your rewara penalty of shame,
for that you used to tell lies against Allah, and scornfully to reject of His
signs!"Anam 93

In the life after to the righteous self will be said:

{27. "O [thou] soul, in [completefest and satisfaction!

28. "Come back you to your Lordwell pleased [thyself], and wefileasing unto
Him! 29. "Enter you, then, among My devotees! And My garden}Fajer

B-The Soul

God blow from His soul in mankind. However; He gave humans no knowledge
about the soul.

{85. They ask you concerning the Soul . Say: "The Soul my Lord affair: of
knowledge it is only a little that is communicated to you, [O men!]" } Isra

{He Who has made everything which He has created most good: He began the
creation of manwith clay, And made his progeny from a quintessence of the
nature of a fluid despised: But He fashioned him in due proportion, and
breathed into him something of His soul. And He gave you [the faculties of]
hearing and sight and feeling [and understandindjttle thanks do you give!

And they say: "What! when we lie, hidden and lost, in the earth, shall we indeed
be in a Creation renewed? Nay, they deny the Meeting with their LoreD} 6

Sajda
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Human beings nature is equipped with intrinsic desires. By sgislam God

pl ans to tame mands evil desires (Kk
(l ending of money with interest), a
result of protecting man from his fellow man, humanity can flourish. People wi
be able to live peacefully amongst themselves. Islam is intended to maintain the
wellbeing and satisfaction of human beings.

Godbs creed has protective function: | n
criminality, he propagates social solidarityel@vers compare their achievements

to their ambitions rather than competing and walking over each other dead bodies.

i1
dul t

Adoration to Allah require that people should work on developing their own
capabilities as well as taroughdawfulpure T he d
means; that does not include hurting others. Instead of getting pleasure from sexual
intercourse by fornication; couple can enjoy sex within wedlda&revrights are

respected. Instead of usury; Believers should lend each other wigygisting

additional sums (such loan is called good loan; zero interest). This lending system
ensures that money propagation is acquired through decent practice that is to say;
money in return to work not in exchange for money. The system motivates people

to work . Working with commitment to honesty, maintaining others dignity by

refraining from deceiving them or using their needs.

{278. O you who believe! Fear Allah, and give up what remains of your demand
for usury, if you are indeed believers.} Bagara

Man entertaining free will is called for the election between right and wrong. If he
chooses to surrendérl s | a m) to Godos wildl for his
his Soul (that i s from God). On the oth
will then he is alienating himself from his soul. In this case he chooses to follow

the self desires.

{Have you not seen he (man) who adopts from his lusts and desires as his god?}

{165. Yet there are men who take [for worship] others besides Godgaal
[with God]: They love them as they should love Allah.} Bagara

C-The Body

{Him Who created you Fashioned you in due proportion, and gave you a just
bias} 7 Infitar
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Happiness of the body due to sexual intimacy that aims for pleasure between a
manand his wife I s an act of worship tha
Is not related only to reproduction. Whether the woman conceive or not man can

enjoy being with his wife and woman can enjoy being with her husband.

Maintaining bodily integty is an ethical goal in Islam. Body organs should be

kept as a trust. No one can misshapen a corpses in any case; not even the enemies
of war. The exception is when beneficence for humanity in incorporated; such as in
dissecting bodies for the purposestiidying body anatomy, amputations for

medical reasons, or organ donation to save a life. Organs have moral value and
responsibility.

{the hearing, the sight, and the heart all you are held accountable}

Humans are responsible for their tongues:

No lying: with few exceptions such as the case of someone getting torment so as to
say bad words about God. He can do so as long as his heart is not following his
tongue.

{Shall I inform you, [O people!], on whom it is that the evil ones descend?

222. They desceahon every lying, wicked person}Shuara

No mocking: No stigmatization against certain group of people.

{ O youwho believe! Let not some men among you laugh at others: It may be
that the [latter] are better than the [former]: Nor let some women laugh at others:
It may be that the [latter are better than the [former]: Nor defame nor be
sarcastic to each other, narall each other by [offensive] nicknames: Il seeming
IS a name connoting wickedness, [to be used of one] after he has

believed: And those who do not desist are [indeed] doing wrong.} Hujurat

No Gossiping: with few exceptions such as advising people oungea fraud in

trade or telling certain bad characters about a person seeking marriage from a girl;
this girl is asking for this advice.

{ Woe to every [kind of] scandahonger andbackbiter}1 Humaza

The heart has essential role for the purity of tine&n. Heart is the organ of
perception in mankind. It is though God
of peace, calmness and satisfaction

{"Those who believe, and whose hearts find tranquility in the remembrance of

Allah: for without doubt in the emembrance of Allah do hearts find

tranquility.}Rad, or Thunder 28
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Prophet Muhammad sai d: AVerily in the b
sound, the whole body is sound; and if corrupt the whole body is corrupt. Verily
this piece of fleshisthe e ar t 0

{ 8. "Our Lord!" [they say], "Let not our hearts deviate now after You has
guided us, but grant us mercy.}Al Emran

{The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will avaixcept him who brings to
Alldh a clean heart 89-99 AshShu'ard’

clean frompaytheism, envy, hatred, racismand hypocrisy
The universe speaks to the heart reveal

{46. Do they not travel through the land, so that their hearts may thus learn
wisdom and their ears may thus learn to hear? Truly it is not theyes that are
blind, but their hearts which are in their breasts. }Hajj

All the faculties should be used for understanding the meaning of the creation.
Chapter ten
HappinessPhilosophy In Islam

Happiness sources from man percept

1-Money

{33. And were inot that [all] men might become of one [evil] way of life, We
would provide, for everyone that blasphemes against [Allah] Most Gracious,
silver roofs for their houses and [silver] staiways on which to go up,

34. And [silver] doors to their houses, andrtimes [of silver] on which they

could recline,

35. And also adornments of gold. But all this were nothing but conveniences of
the present life: The Hereatfter, in the sight of thy Lord is for the Righteous.}

Zukruf
2- Strength

15. Now the 'Ad behaved arrogély through the land, against [all] truth and
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reason, and said: "Who is superior to us in strength?" What! did they not see
that Allah, Who created them, was superior to them in strength? But they
continued to reject Our Signs!

3- Power

Muslim personal ida of happiness in life

God said{ And We are closer to man than his jugular vein}

God said{ But follow that which comes to thee by inspiration from thy Lord: for
God is well acquainted with [all] that ye do. And put thy trust in God, and
enough is God as disposer of affairs.R.3 Ahzab

It is the knowledge that God is encompassing us with His mercy

{He it is Who sends blessings on you, as do His angels, that He may bring you
out from the depths of Darkness into Light: and He is Full of Mercy to the
Beliewers.}43 Ahzab

{But those who believe and work deeds of righteousness, and believe in the

[Revelation] sent down to Muhammador it is the Truth from their Lord; He
will remove from them their ills and comfort (relief) their uneasiness (remove
their anxiety)}. Mohamed 2

Happiness in its essence is religious feeling rather than materialistic one.

It is the awareness of Allah presence in my life in every single second.

It is what | feel when | am prostrating (in the pray) and talking to Him. When | am
coming to schoan the morning and glorifying Him. When | am reading the Quran
with deliberation.

Inner self realizes God ultimate support

{And for those who fear Allah, He [ever] prepares a way out, And He provides
for him from [sources] he never could imagine. Andahy one puts his trust in
Allah, sufficient is [Allah] for him. For Allah will surely accomplish his purpose:
verily, for all things has Allah appointed a due proportion.}divorce 2;3

{those who fear Allah, He will make their path easy. That is the Commahd
Allah, which He has sent down to you: and if any one fears Allah, He will
remove his ills, from him, and will enlarge his reward.} divorce 4;5
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Happiness is to be protected by Allah from failing into sadness despite all tests and
life miseries.
{62. Behold! verily on the friends of Allah there is no fear, nor shall they

grieve;
63. Those who believe and [constantly] guard against evil;

64. For them are glad tidings, in the life of the present and in the Hereafter; no
change can there be in the words Aflah. This is indeed the supreme felicity.

65. Let not their speech grieve thee: for all power and honour belong to Allah: It
is He Who hearer and knower[all things].}

Happiness is to believe on God in certainty on scientificsdasyond any doubts

24. {When it is said to them [non believers], "What is it that your Lord has
revealed?" they say, "Tales of the ancients!"}

God Answers to them

1-Quran provides explanation for all things. Man made books do not fulfill this
criteria
{We have sent dowrotthee the Book explaining all things, a Guide, a Mercy,

and Glad Tidings to Muslims}

2-Quran provides answers for people of the book

{64. And We sent down the Book to thee (Muhammed) for the express purpose,
that thou shouldst make clear to them thodertgs in which they differ, and that
it should be a guide and a mercy to those who believe. Nahil}
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1- God is challenging humanity to come up with similar Quran; or with ten
chapters. Even one chapter is sufficient to prove they Quran is not From
Him!

{88. [ay: "If the whole of mankind and Jinns were to gather together to produce
the like of this Qur'an, they could not produce the like thereof, even if they

backed up each other with help and support}isra

{Or they may say, "He forged it,” Say, "Bring ye theten Suras forged, like
unto it, and call [to your aid] whomsoever ye can, other than Allahyou speak
the truth!13 Hud}

{23. And if ye are in doubt as to what We have revealed from time to time to Our
servant, then produce a Sura like thereunto; andlogur witnesses or
helpers[If there are any] besides Allah, if your [doubts] are true.} Bagara

God is challenging humanity to project the Quran for falsification test

{Had it not been from God they would have found many differences}

God protection foHis book is a miracle. After more than 1400 year Quran is one
and original

Is Happiness related to Islam?

Muslim society is a happy one because Allah ordered each individual to increase

his knowledge. He ordered us to use science to get to datid¥im.
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{Read! in the name of your Lord}

{He (Allah) has taught man that which he knew not}

happiness is to live in community where people not only refrain from doing Harm
to each other but they also do good to each other

{Serve Allah, and join not any partners with Him; and do godd parents,

kinsfolk, orphans, those in need, neighbours who are near, neighbours who are
strangers, the companion by your side, the wayfarer [ye meet], and what your
right hands possess: ForlRah loves not the arrogant, the vainglorious} Nisa 36
Happiness is to realize God ultimate Justice.

{Then shall anyone who has done an atom's weight of good, see it! And anyone
who has done an atom's weight of evil, shall see it.} Zilz&d 7

Happinessd to live in active community
{And say do deeds! Allah will see your deeds}

Islam fights interest (usury) so that money does not gather in the hands of certain

few minorities, while the majorities suffer.

{O you who believe! Be afraid of Allah and gt up what remains (due to you)
from usury, if you are really believers. And if you do not do it, then take a notice
of war from Allah and His messenger, but if you repent, you shall have your
capital sums. Deal not un justly (by asking more than youpital sums), and

you shall not be dealt with unjustly (by receiving less than your capital sums).

And if the debtor is in hard time, then grant him time till it is easy for him to
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repay, but if you remit it by way of charity, that is better for you if yaid but

know}

Man in Islam is secure in his house, free with his money, no one spays on him. No
Muslim can speak badly (gossip) about other Muslim orMaoslim. Sweet words
and forgiving are the basics of how Muslims interact with others. No Muslim, hates

hurts, or envies others.

{And wish not for things in which Allah has made some of you excel others}

{who repress anger, and who pardon men}

{O you who believe! Let not a group scoffs at another group; it may be that the
latter are better than the formerNor let (some) woman scoff at other woman, it
may be that the latter are better than the former. Nor defame one another, nor
insult one another by nick names. How bad it is to insult one's brother after
having faith. And whoever does not repent, theuch are indeed wrongloers.

O you who believe! Avoid much suspicion; indeed some suspicions are sins. And

spy not, neither backbite one another}

No Muslim should claim that he is preferred or superior over the rest of the

community members. Muslim Modest Showoff is forbidden.
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{And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor walk in insolence

through the earth. Verily Allah likes not any arrogant boaster}

Islam forbids worshiping rulers and people in authority

{we worship non but Allah, andhat we associate no partners with Him, and that

none of us shall take others as Lords besides Allah}

{And your Lord has decreed that you worship non but Him}

Also

{No God butHe(La ilah illa Huwa)}18 Al Emranmeansone has the right to be

worshipped buGod. Not powerful people and most important not ourselves.

Islam forbids kissing up to people in power and following the misled majority

{And Allah has full power and control over His affairs, but most of men Know

not}

{Yet most people believe not}

{And if you obey most of those on earth, they will mislead you far away from

Allah's. They follow nothing but conjectures, and they do nothing but lie}
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Islam forbids people from feeling that they are superior due to their race, color,

nati onal i t yhatéeinotiginissimilart i n g

{It is He who has created you from a single self }

Human beings are preferred according to their faith.

{Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that the believer who is pious}

Muslim enjoys money security

{84. To theMadyan People [We sent] Shu'aib, one of their own brethren: he said:
"O my people! worship Allah: Ye have no other god but Him. And give not short
measure or weight: | see you in prosperity, but | fear for you the penalty of a
day that will compass [you]laround.

85. "And O my people! give just measure and weight, nor withhold from the
people the things that are their due: commit not evil in the land with intent to do

mischief.} Hud

{1. Woe to those that deal in fraud,

2. Those who, when they have to eze by measure from men, exact full
measure,

3. But when they have to give by measure or weight to men, give less than due.
4. Do they not think that they will be called to account®jtafifeen
Happiness is acquired when the majority of people hold gedaes such as

dignity, welfare, knowledge, creativity, freedom, equality, justice, fraternity,
solidarity, diversity, honesty, helping the needy, hard work.
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Chapter eleven

Good Death Philosophy In Islam
People worry about death.
In reality we do noworry about death we worry about life.

When we as individuals hear someone died we panic. We feel death as puzzling
guestion and dilemma. But after some time we forget and we go on with our

routine life.

The universe has another perspectitgr.the univese death complements life. It
Is virtue and necessity . Tiigardner removes old plants to make room for new

ones to grow.
Can you imagine the earth without death!

Bodies from Adam tell now, insects, and animals billing up until they block the

sky.
Everyhing in life has a limit, and death is the limit of life.

For us as individuals death represents a virtue. It is due to death existence as
absolute fact that we behave morally. If we do not get sick, vulnerable, die then
there is no need for manners. What is good, beneficent, and beautiful in our

society is rooted in death.
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The idea that each person holds about death is reflected in his personality and his
behavior. It determines the choices one makes in his life. Human being is free, he
Is entrustedn the choices he makes. We Make choices every minute. My boss
wants me to cheat. The Bank where | deposited my money is offering me usury. |
can give gifts to someone in order to get job that | do not deserve. | am called for

election.

If I am going to nake my choice; knowing that after death | am going to be

accountable for my actions; | will try to make the honest choices.

On the other hand, if | believe there is nothing after death then | might make the
right choices if | happen to be ethical persomstimes, but other times, due to

this materialistic highly competitive life | will make the other choice.

Inside each of us is inner being with a free will. People who have materialistic
understanding of death seek to fulfill their inner being needslblirfig their

bodily needs. Their life rotate around acquiring one desires sex , food..ext. With
his free will he makes (good and bad) choices in order to reach to his desires and
his mind provide ethical justification for the means. The life is supalfiltiloses

its value.

On the other hand if the human being holds the notion that what truly matters is
what is beyond death; because death in its essence is entering into the true eternal
life. The individual will seek to fulfill their inner being neellg achieving higher

goals. Some sacrifice their, food, houses, beds, in order to promote abstract ideas

such as Justice, truth, freedom..ext.
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In this case the inner being become superior to the body. Human might sacrifice
many pleasures but even though lifie is full with satisfaction as he feels God

closeness;

{Now await in patience the command of your Lord: for verily you are in Our
Eyes} Tur 48

So self controls the body. The mind controls the self. Therefore developing the
mind is a responsibility lmause only by developing the mind we can develop the
self. Each has to understand the Quran by himself. No religious men authority

should be present in Muslim community.

{Do they not think deeply in the Quran, or are their hearts locked up}

{Say: Travelin land and see how Allah will bring forth the creation of the
hereafter}

If people did not meditate in the Quran by themselves and just follow blindly then

their hearts are locked.

2-God orders Readingducation and acquiring Knowledge. Quran instructp|ee
to excel in secular sciences, Quran sciences, Historical sciences, human sciences,

and cosmos sciences.

{1. Read! in the name of thy Lord and Cherisher, Who creatéckated man, out
of a [mere] clot of congealed blood: Read! And thy Lord is Most Boful, He
Who taught [the use of] the pefl;aught man that which he knew not.}Iqraa

Historical sciences
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{Do they not travel through the earth, and see what was the end of those before
them? But the home of the hereatfter is best, for those who do rightl y&ihot
then understand?}Yusef 109

human and earth sciences

{ On the earth are signs for those of assured Faith, As also in your own selves:
Will ye not then see? And in heaven is your Sustenance, as [also] that which ye
are promised. Then, by the Lord bkaven and earth, this is the very Truth, as

much as the fact that ye can speak intelligently to each other. } Zariya220
Cosmo science

{with power did We construct the heaven, verily, We are expanding it}47 Zariyat

For the believer this life repredsra bridge for the life after. This life is
insignificant he is simply passing byimilitude: when rain falls on barren earth;
grass grow, the land looks beautiful , it dries and dies. The earth become barren

again.

Muslims understanding is that theyedkto live a good, enjoyable life where they

can fulfill the body desires, as long as they are not indulging or becoming so

attached to these desires to the extent that they will break the higher Islamic goals

of life.
{201. And there are men who say: "OuWord! Give us good in this world and

good in the Hereafter, and defend us from the torment of the Fire!"} bagara

{32. Say: Who has forbidden the beautiful [gifts] of Allah, which He hath
produced for His servants,} Araf 31
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The importance of death is l@arn how to live rather than how to die!

Sleeping and wakingp resembles death and resurrection. All the physiological
aspects are present while humans are asleep; however it is just helpless body. Then
the self enters the body thereby it wakes up aadtjge different activities such as

work, read, lie, steal..ext. The difference between the sleep and the awake body is
so dramatic that the idea that we are dust and we will vanish in dust becomes very
unacceptable one. It is a universe where everytlsing exact measure and

enormous order; the question then is: how can the human who is the most
honorable (due to freewill and reasoning) vanish as if he had never existed?

{ for all things has God appointed a due proportion.}divorce 2;3

This questiorby itself leads us to the believe in the life after death. People how
claim that there is nothing after death are using their own senses to give such a
final judgment. So the denial of the life after is based on the fact that it is unseen
by our naked eye®Vhen | am setting in class room (A) | am unable to see people
in class room (B); this is due to the limited capacity of my eyes, it is not due to
room (B) inexistence. People using their own senses to reject the unseen are
Appling the rules that are alpgable for the creations on the Creator.

Exactly like the earth cannot escape its orbit, human being is not going to escape
accountability for their actions.

The reward and the punishment are a must; sense there is no single scientific
evidence that theniverse is haphazard. The reward and the punishment are a must
because the Creator How has created this amazing order in the universe must be
just. If there is no God then the oppressor and the oppressed are in the same place.

If there is no judgment afteleath then it follows that God is unjust.
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Beyond death: The Day of Judgment

God is telling His prophet that the resurrected unbelievers will feel earthly life as if
it has lasted only for one hour.

{On the Day that they see the [Punishment] promised th@twill be] as if they

had not tarried more than an hour in a single day. [Thine but] to proclaim the

Message: but shall any be destroyed except those who transgress?} Ahqgaf 35

All what have passed , wars , peace, civilization raise and fall; allswétitis life
will look to like an hour.

Therefore BelieveMuslims hold the believe that we should not waste this hour
competing, fighting destroying each other.

Muslims feel that humanity (Muslims or Non Muslims) should live in harmony.

{It may be hat Allah will grant (Mawada) kindness, compassion, tenderness,
mercy, kindness, gentleness [and friendship] between you and those whom you
[now] hold as enemies. For Allah has power; And Allah is éfbrgiving, Most
Merciful .}

Life is insignificant. No eed for all this powedomination fight on accumulating

the wealth of earth.

God said 7. If you did well, you did well for yourselves; if you did evil, [you did

itlagainst yourselves.} Isra

Salivation i s r eliagdedsdEitheparadisea lils own act i
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{29. "So enter the gates of Hell, to dwell therein. Thus evil indeed is the abode of

the arrogant.} Nuhl
Or
{30. To the righteous [when] it is said, "What is it good that your Lord has

revealed?" they say, "All that is good." To those wldlo, there is good in this
world, and the Home of the Hereafter is even better and excellent indeed is the

Home of the righteous,

31. Gardens of Eternity which they will enter: beneath them flow [pleasant]
rivers: they will have therein all that they wishhus doth Allah reward the
righteous;}Nuhl

Each self knows immediately after death its destination. Therefore ; in order to

purify the self it is necessary to practice the rituals. The pray which some confuse
with Budabds medi t ateiveerl oipsmeend s e n tAicalo r fda ri
teachings you need to empty your mind from any thoughts to reach reality. In

Islamic pray when the Muslim rises his hands and say God is great; rising the hand
symbolizes leaving this earthly life behind. But then instfaémptying the mind,;

Muslim fills it with Quran. He mediates in the words of God. He understands the
meaning, think and reflect. By this the self reaches the personal development and

acquire capacity to handle this life difficulties and calamities.

Whenit comes to fasting, it is true that is should teach us to feel with the hungry
and needy; whoever this is only one dimension. Fasting is self training for
preserving oneds dignity. | f the belieyv
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to sacrifice hé convections and ethical principles in return to materialistic bounties;

he or she chooses the former.

These rituals are not acts or task to perform as a chore, Instead they are the way to

stay connected with God.

{162. Say: "Truly, my prayer and mgervice of sacrifice, my life and my death,
are [all] for Allah, the Cherisher of the Worlds:

163. No partner has He: this am | commanded, and | am the first of those who
bow to His will.}Al Anaam

These rituals help Muslims to stead fast specially whenahefaced with
calamities, and tribulations. These tribulation are important to enable us to

understand ourselves.

The inner being (self) call for submitting ourselves for desires such as power,
money, sex, domination, and drugs is strong and temgRiegjstance require high
degree of sincerity. Hence manoés first
on the self. Self education is done though science, religion and though dedicating

oneself for honesty and beneficence.

Religion that is separatdobm life daily secular aspects is meaningless. Religion is
a belief that if absorbed by the self enables it to develop form being self indulging

on life temptation to peaceful, calm self.

The concept of good death related to good life that leads tdipayaneans that
the Muslim community can never tell if the human being has died good death or
bad one. We are not here to judge each other; Allah does that. All deeds in Islam

are based on heart intention; God is the only one who is aware of these heart
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intentions. Moreover He judges people totality while human might judge each

other based on single actions.
Death is individualistic process
{No self shall bear the burden of another}6:164

{95. And everyone of them will come to Him singly on the Day of giuent.}
Maryam

No original sin in Islam and we did not come to this earth as punishment.

Salivation is related to oneds own act.i
Therefore good death; is death after good life. Life with submission to God (Islam).

Life that leads to paradiskife where we have done what promotes welfare for

ourselves, otheyrgamily, parents kin's, community, counties, earth, and cosmos.

No Speciatitual. If you pray all your life at least 5 times a day then you will pray

before death. Same for glorification and same for asking His forgiveness.

If it happens that the Family were around the bed of the sick person; they try to
teach Him the Shahadd#l bear witness there is no God but God and Mohammed

is prophet of God)

However, the way you lived you life is what accounts. Quran tells us Pharos story:
when he was drawing he declared that he believed in the God of Bin Israel. But
God said what meansow and you have been disobedient and corrupt. Today we

will save your body so that you become a sign for those who would follow.
{17. Allah accept the repentance of those who do evil in ignorance and repent

soon afterwards; to them will Allah turn in mexy: For Allah is full of
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knowledge and wisdom.
18. Of no effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil, until death
faces one of them, and he says, "Now have | repented indeed;" nor of those who

die rejecting Faith: for them have We preparedoanishment most grievous.}
Nisa 18

People around the bed of the sick person watching him dying should learn the
meaning of this from this experience. Death and aging teach humans to reflect on
their vulnerability. If human beings are leaving this life @ weak, and fragile,
condition then they should not transgress when they are enjoying health and power.
Impermanence of life constitutes is a call to live without violence, arrogance and
pride. Death for the living ones close to the dying person is imgfahexperience.

Prophet Mohammed said: death is sufficient admonisher .
families.

Imam Al-Ghazali said: "Death is overwhelming and dangerous; people are not
aware of it because they do not reflect upon it and do not remember it often..... The
best wayto remember death is for a person to remember his friends and relatives
who died before him, so he will remember their death and what happened to them
under the ground, and remember their images when they were alive and their
positions and situations aneflect upon how the dirt erased their nice images and
how their body have disintegrated in their graves, and how they left behind their
possessions, their jobs, their families.

{my L oSednd mehebasthkytsi | when deat h overtak
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me back I n order that | mayswandk ri ghte
and befower d helmat nik @ ets piksa kaso niheeagn/se c t e d
s a barrier untiY1@BxbidalBurt sl YAlkar EMu r ai

The philosophical question concernioigr sins being limited in time while our

punishment being unlimited torment. This was explained in the verse that states:

{If they (people in Hill) were returned (to the world), they would certainly revert
to that which they were forbidden. And indedukly are liars}Al Anam

Insisting on the sins render then unlimitétose people do not want to die

{94. Say: "If the last Home, with Allah, be for you specially, and not for anyone
else, then seek ye for death, if you are sincere."

95. But they will neveseek for death, on account of the [sins] which their
hands have sent on before them. and Allah is walguainted with the
wrongdoers.

96. You will indeed find them, of all people, most greedy of{deen more

than the idolaters: Each one of them wishet could be given a life of a
thousand years: But the grant of such life will not save him from [due]
punishment. For Allah sees well all that they ddBpqgara

But there is always room for repentance.

{160. Except those who repent and make amends @penly declare [the Truth]:

To them | turn; for | am Oftreturning, Most Merciful.}Bagara

Chapter Bur. Misconceptionselatedto the faith
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{And no question do they bring tgou but We reveal tyouthe truth and the best
explanation [thereof]. Fater 3

Muslims are to seek healing their iliness using the best means. The means in our
days are doctors and hospitals. The position of Doctors is that they are means. It is
God who cures people via physicians.

Prophet Mohammed gave a woman who used tottieahjured men a reward.

Prophet Abraham supplication:

{78. "Who created me, and it is He Who guides me;

79. "Who gives me food and drink,

80. "And when | am ill, it is He Who cures me;

81. "Who will cause me to die, and then to life [again];

82. "And who, | hope, will forgive me my faults on the day of Judgment.
83. "O my Lord! bestow wisdom on me, and join me with the righteous;
84. "Grant me honourable mention on the tongue of truth among the latest
[generations];} Shuara

Muslims find internal peacehen they pray, or when they read the Quran.

{57. O mankind! there hath come to you a direction from your Lord and a
healing for what is in your chests [hearts diseaseahd for those who believe, a
guidance and a

Mercy.}Yunis 57

Cure here is metaphor tadicate relief of anxiety, clarity and peace. We talk to

God directly. We tell Him our sorrows and sadness.

{86. He said (Josephather): "I only complain of my distraction and anguish to

Allah, and | know from Allah that which you know not}Yusef
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Secoml issue: Before the pray Muslims are to perform minor ablution. Major
ablution5to shower) iperformedonly following sexual intercourse, ejaculation,
or menses for women. Muslims are to perform minor ablution before they pray.
Minor ablution is about wdmng faces, hands to the elbows; rubbing heads (with

water); and feet to the ankles.

{7. O you who believe! When you prepare for prayer, wash your faces, and your
hands(and arms) to the elbows; rub your heads (with water); and your feet to

the ankles. Ifyou are in a state of ceremonial impurity, bathe your whole body.
But if you are ill, or on a journey, or one of you come from offices of natuoe,

you have been in contact with women, and you find no water, then take for
yourselves clean sand or eartAnd rub therewith your faces and hands. Allah
does not wish to place you in a difficulty, but to make you clean, ancbioplete

His favor to you, that you may be grateful.}Maedah

Purification In Islam has deeper meaning than simply wash the body.

{And (remember) Lout (Lot), when he said to his people: "Do you commit the
worst sin such as none preceding you has committed in the ‘Alamin (mankind
and jinns)? Verily, you practise your lusts on men instead of worméay, but

you are a people transgressing loey bounds (by committing great sins)." the
answer of his people was only that they said: "Drive them out of your town, these
are indeedmen who want to be purel'Araf 81/82/83

Ablution is not only ritual performed as a shore to clean our bodies. Incedidiis

a preparation for our hearts. From within ourselves when we pour water on our
faces; we feel that after few minutes we will be talking to Allah, reciting His words.

Muslim feels that as much as he needs to have pure body and cloth, he needs to
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have pure, clean heart as well. Heart that is connected to God. Heart that is void of

anger, and envy. Heart that is incapable to hate.

Third issue Prophet marrying Ayesha at the age of 9. | would like to clarify 3
points

1- This is based on narration Bukari Book (a book that have collections of
narrations attributed to Prophet Mohammed). In the same book there is
another narration about Ayeshads age
Doing the math revealed that her age at the time she got martieel
prophet is 18 years.

2- When two narrations are contradictory to each other, this provide evidence
of fabrication, both narrations become invalid.

3- The Narrator of the 9 year old narration is caldu Hurrira. He is now
known to contemporary scholaas a fabricator of the prophetic narration.

4- Bukari book has many narration that are not authentic. The Muslim scholar
Jamal Al Banah wrote a book called i
Muslim (another collection bool)

5- Aysha was engaged to anotinean for 2 years before she married the
prophet.

6- It contradicts the Quran: if the prophet act in a way that contradicts the
Quran he would have lost his credibility. His companions would have
accused him with lying.

In the Quran God said
{6. Make trial oforphans until they reach the age of marriage; if theowyfind
sound judgment in them, release their property to them; but consume it not

wastefully, nor in haste against their growing up. If the guardian is weff, Let
him claim no remuneration, but ihe is poor, let him have for himself whad
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just and reasonable. When ye release their property to them, take witngsses
their presence: But atsufficient is Allah in taking account: Nisa

This verse is telling the sponsors of orphans (males andds)raltest their

ability to make sound judgment before giving then back their inheritance. At this
point theyreach the age of marriagdVhen people can handle financial burdens
they are normally around 17 to 21 years old.

FourthissueKilling the aposti is widely spread misconception to the extent that

most people think it is an Islamic law. Quran teachings contradict with this notion;

no one should be compelled to Islam. There are about 100 verses in the Quran with
this meaning, The Muslim scholar Maimmed Al Gazali collected them in a book

of his. The misunderstanding is due to the fact that people had added lots of
perceptions of their own to Islam. These perceptions have no bases from the Quran.
According to Islamic law killing the apostate is aneei Moreover, people who

commit this crime should be punished!

Only by examining the Quran we achieve a proper understanding of Islam. Quran
tells us which methodology to followith unbelieversThese methodologies were
practiced by prophets, to bring people to faith, and to keep them in the faith.
According to the Quran, prophets engaged in dialogues and debates with
unbelievers. Prophets practiced patience and responded to arguments by showing
evidences. This methodology clearly shows that prophets did not rely to any form
of coercion. Their duty was to call people to Islam. People were free to respond or

not respond to the invitation.

{But your people reject this, though it is the truth. SdjNot mine is the
responsibility for arranging your affairsAl-An am (Cattle)66)

{Say: O people! indeed there has come to you the truth from your Lord,
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therefore whoever goes aright, he goes aright only for the good of his own self,
and whoever goesstray, he goes astray only to the detriment of it, and | am not

a custodian over you.fYunus (Jonah)108)

{But if they turn away, your duty is only to preach the clear Message2} An
Nahl (The Bee))

If the prophets were not allowed to force peopléhtor faith, it is certainly that

preachers are not entitled to force people.

{The guiding of them is not your duty (O Muhammad), but Allah guides whom
He wills. And whatsoever good thing you spend, it is for yourselves, when you
spend not save in searasf Allah's Countenance; and whatsoever good thing
you spend, it will be repaid to you in full, and you will not be wrongé2i§2 Al

Bazaar)

{O you who believe! Guard your own selves: If you follow (right) guidance, no
hurt can come to you from those wrstray. The goal of you all is to Allah: it is
He that will show you the truth of all that you do(Al-Maida (The Table)105)

Quran clearly states the prophet's position namely; turn away from their opponents.

{Those menAllah knows what is in their harts; so keep clear of them, but
admonish them, and speak to them a word to reach their very sel{és Nisa
63)
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{Therefore expound openly what you asmmmanded, and turn away from those
who join false gods with Allah.fAl-Hijr (Habitation) 94)

Theapproach of judging people or accusing them of being allegedly infidels or
hypocrites or atheists, violates Islamic principles. Therefore; benchers should stick
to being preachers, not judges. God is the only one who is entitled to judging

people on the Daof Resurrection.

{If they do wrangle withyou, say, "Allah knows best what it is you are doing."
"Allah will judge between you on the Day of Judgment concerning the matters
in which you differ.}(Pilgrimage 6869)

{And in whatever thing you disagre#he judgment thereof is (in) Allah's (hand);
that is Allah, my Lord, on Him do | rely and to Him do | turn time after time.}
(AshShura (Counsel) 10)

Even if the others were truly hypocrites, atheists, and apostate, or have written an
offensive book abduslam, we are to respond by arguing with them in a nice way.
They are for sure not worse than Pharaoh, whom God ordered Mosa and Haron to

speak to him gently.

{Go, both of you, to Pharaoh, for he has indeed transgressed all bounds; Then
speak to him a gntle word haply he may mind or fear(faha 4344)
This is the method of the prophets. To us, it is a curriculum to be followed.

Concerning the position of the apostate, we say:
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1-Not in any verse that dealt with the subject of apostasy was a segnisihment
mentioned assithe case of stealing and murder. Instead various verses talked
about unworthy deeds in this life and the upcoming punishment on the afterlife.
Almighty said:

{And if any of you Turn back from their faith and die in unbelief, tireworks

will bear no fruit in this life and in the Hereatfter; they will be companions of the
Fire and will abide therein.} (Al Bagarah Cow 2}7

2-Freedom of belief is emphasized by Quran in many verses

{Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stasdut clear from Error:
whoeverrejects evil and believes in Allah has grasped the most trustworthy
hand-hold that never breaks. And Allah hears and knows all thing&56 Al
Bagarah)

The view of killing apostate came from prophetic saying (kill anytbaechanges

his religion).

This saying is fabricated due to the following reasons:

117 When the prophetic saying (Hadeath) contradicts with the Quran, this provides
an evidence that the Hadeath is falsely attributed to the Messenger of Allah.

2 - Hadedh narrated by one person are not valid when it comes to the rulings of the
belief.

31 Under no circumstances Hadeath tops the Quran.

47 Punishments in Islam should not be based on Hadeath narrated by single
person chain.

5 - When the prophetic sayirgpntradicts with the prophet actions, this provides
evidence that the Hadeath is falsely attributed to the Messenger of Allah. The
Prophet did not kill any apostate for apostasy.

Almighty said:
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{And if your Lord willed, all who are in the earth would hawelieved together.

Would you (Muhammad) compel people until they are believe(&¥gunis 9)

The above i $ssammanyg o1 baemél Alpanahf bel i eve

Issueb-: Thehell fire: if our sins are limited in time why is not our torment?

We understand that thelhfire is not exactly like earth fire. It is different since

Allah says that people inside it talk, and a tree grows inside it too.

{(Allah will say: "Enter you in the company of nations who passed away before
you, of men and jinnjnto the fire." Every time a new nation enters, it curses its
sister nation (that went before) until they will be gathered all together in fire.

The last of them will say to the first of them:"Our lord! These misled us, so give

them a double torment ohe fire." He will say:" For each one there is double"}

People inside Hill their inner being (essence) matches the fire nature. These
essences were full of envy, jealgubatred, anger, and criminal sparks that feels as
if it is a true fire. Such selvesnot live in peace and living in hell in not unjustly

in the least.

This hell is unknown and is also beyond human beingso@mprehension. This
does not mean that we say that the torment is not materialistic, it's being

materialistic is stated veryezrly in Quran:

{Surely! Those how disbelieved in our proofs, revelations, We shall burn them in

fire. As often as their skins are roasted through, We shall change them for other
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skins that they may taste the punishment. Truly, Allah is ever most powerfu
All-Wise}

But we say that the torment is beyond human being understanding, similarly

paradise is not like a forest, it is stated in Quran:

{An example of the paradise description which the believers have been promised
(is that) in it are rivers of water the taste and smell of which are not changed,

rivers of milk of which the taste and smell are not changed}

God saidAn example}. So tis just as example of how things are, not how they

are indeed. It is example put forward for the human brain to imagine.

This paradise is unknown and is also beyond human beings comprehension; Allah
did not disclose the secrets of the unseen. Moreaxedo not Know how exactly

life in paradise will be.

{No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as a reward for what they

used to do}
Originally there should be no punishment

{Why should Allah punish you if you have thanked Him and have belieied
Him. And Allah is Ever AllAppreciative (of good), Alknower}

God's way in this life is to punish unbelievers in order that they may repent and

stop worshiping others besides Him (Allah).

{And verily, We will make them taste of the near torment (ile2 torment in the
life of this world, i.e. disasters, calamities, etc.) prior to supreme torment (in the

Hereafter), in order that they mayeturn (accept Islam)}

God Mercy encompasses all; including His torment.
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{He said my punishment Afflict therewitivhom | will and My mercy embraces

all things. That mercy | shall ordain for those how are the pious}

The above (4) is summary fBialog with my unbeliever friend br. Mustafa
Mahmod.

Issue number @n paradiseyou can drink as much as you want but eget drunk.

{18. With goblets, [shining] beakers, and cups [filled] out of cldawing
fountains:

19. No afterache will they receive therefrom, nor will they suffer
intoxication:} Wagqia, or The Inevitable Event

All what is mentioned about paradisear®ong the unseen therefore, it is all
metaphor . | mean it is beyond our comprehension and cannot be explained

literally.

{19. No afterache will they receive therefrom, nor will they suffer
intoxication:} This is a reward for abstaining from drinking mst life which is

Godobés wil|l i n the Quran and in the bibl

{GOD'S WORD® Translatio(®©1995)

Nazirites must never drink wine, liquor, vinegar made from winguoor, or any

kind of grape juice, and they must never eat fresh grapes or raisike.1:15
"For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor,
and he will be filled with the &ly Spirit while yet in his mother's womb Issue

number}

Issue number- In Arabic society man is never infertile, only the woman is

infertile. If the husband is sterile the wife cannot repudiate as the man can.
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To understand Infertility we need to unsliand the earliest stage of embryonic
development (fertilizationFertilization is union of a sperm made in the testes, and

an ovum made in the ovary.

Rhythmical contractions at the base of the husband penis and within the urethral

wall expel the sememi t he wi feds body. This proces
ejaculate (Semen) of a normal human male contains several hundred million

sperms. Sperms use their tails (flagellum) to swim to their aim which is the egg in

the oviduct. Fewer than 100 ever re#loh vicinity of an egg. The sperm head

contains a nucleus covered by an acrosome. An acrosome is a caplike covering

over the anterior end of nucleus; it stores enzymes to penetrate the egg. Only one
sperm enters the egg and their nuclei eventually fukenoa zygote. (From

Mader S. biology book)

Females have two ovaries located in the pelvic cavity. They produce a secondary
oocyte each lunar month. The ovaries alternate ovulation; which is the discharge of

the secondary oocyte into the oviduct. Dveducts (uterine tubes, fallopian tubes)

extend from the ovaries to the uterus. The oviducts are not attached to the ovaries
therefore, fingerlike projections sweep over the ovaries and waft in the egg when it
erupts. Fertilization (ovum receiving the sp¢ occurs in the upper third of the

oviduct; the embryo is slowly moved by ciliary movement toward the uterus.

(From Mader S. biology book)

Now | etds study the book of God. We nee
1-Nutfah which means gamete mani(literally it means extremely tiny)

2-Mani: Arabic word thatiterally means thick, fluid that contains gamete. A

gamete is a sex cell, either a sperm or an egg (ovum). Fonmaaleneans Semen
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(seminal fluid) which is thick, whitish fluid that containsesm and glandular

secretions.

3-Yumna: Arabic verlihat means expulsion for male. Tumna Arabic verb that

means expulsion for female.
God said

{45. That He did create in pairsmale and female,
46. From Nutfah if Tumna}Najm

{36. Does man think that hevill be left waste , [without purpose]?

37. Was he not a Nutfah from Mani Yumna?}Qyamah

The first versg Nutfah if Tumna } Najm, while the second ver§éutfah from
Mani Yumna?} The first versas aboutone Nutfa (gamete) if it undergoes

expulsion; while the second vers&lytfah from Mani Yumna}Nutfah (gamete)

Is part of the semelani that is ejaculai®Yumna.

Science tells us that the gamete that is pushed alone is the ovum. And the Gamete
that is puskbd with millions others is the sperm. Therefore the gamete in the first

verse is the ovum; while the gamete in the second verse is the sperm.
This understanding is very clear because:

1- {From Nutfah if tumna} the Nutfa (gamete) is the structure that gets
pushed.
{ Nutfah from Mani Yumna?}Nutfah is part of the semen. The semen is

what gets ejaculated carrying with it the sperms.

155



The Arabic language uses two forms of verbs, one for male and the other for
female gender. In Arabic language egg is femadesfiore God uses the
female form of the vertumna not YumnaMani containing sperms is male
therefore; God uses the male form of the vaumna nottumna.

2- {Nutfah if tumna } gamete if it undergoes expulsion. The uséff
indicates condition. It is known that female ovum is not kicked out in
contentious manner. Instead it is kicked out at specific times therefore God
used (if) the condition. The verse means (If the ovum is kicked out then
creation from it takes place). Weas about the sperm God did not use (if).
He did not say Nutfah from Mani if Yumna?}which means sperm from
semen if ejaculated. Instead God daldutfah from Mani Yumna?}which
means sperm from ejaculated semen. Because man always ejaculates semen

containing sperms whenever he has orgasm.

These gametes (Nutfah from woman and from man) need to mix in order to form

zygote{mingled Nutfah} God said

{2. Verily We created human being from a mingled Nutfah, in order to try him:
So We gave him [the g#l, of Hearing and Sight.}Insan
God said

{12. human being We did create from a quintessence [of clay];

13. Then We placed him as [Nutfah] gamete in a firmly fixed place of rest,
14. Then We made the Nutfah into a leech; then of that leech We

made a lumpihen we made out of that lump bones and clothed the bones
with flesh; then we developed out of it another creature. So blessed be Aliah,

best to create!}Mumunon
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In theMumunon verse the first Nutfah means the gametes. The sperm in the testes,

and the gum in the ovary. The second Nutfa meansntiregled Nutfahor zygote.

We see that the woidutfah thattypical is translated to either drop or to sperm in
the English Quran of Yusif Ali means gamete. Because it appaacedipanied
with verb thataddresses female, then accompaigpearedccompanied with
verb that addresses male, then appearadiraged Nutfah Therefore, the only

correct translation is gamete (sperm and ovum).

For fertilization to be executed successfully both male and femaaie to

contributeto formmingled Nutfah Therefore both gendensightbe infertile.

Infertility is the inability of a couple to achieve pregnancy after one year of
regular, unprotected intercourse. The most frequent causes of male infertility are
low spem count and abnormal sperm; this can be due to a sedentary lifestyle
coupled with smoking and alcohol consumption. The major factors involved in
female infertility are body weight, blocked oviducts, and endometriosis. (Mader

biology book)

In the Quran Godlarifies that He makes whom He wills (man or woman) barren.
Quran did not say that the barren condition is related to being male or female.
Instead it is related to His which for either the mate or the female to be barren.

Therefore, no one can blame thtber for a condition from God.
{49. To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth. He creates
what He wills [and plans]. He bestows [children] male or female according to

His Will [and Plan],
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50. Or He bestows both males and females, andé#éses barren whom He wills:

for He is full of Knowledge and Power.}Shura

Poor, uneducated classes of some Arabic societies attribute childless condition to
women. Educated people do not hold same position. Arabs in particular countries
discriminate agast women. This is not the situation in all Arabic counties and
generalization is not fair (I think that in Jordan women entertain much more
bounties than western women). The discrimination is obvious in transiaéng

above verses (49/50 Shurdhe abowe is Ali Yusef translation. The verses should

be translated as follow:

{49. To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth. He creates
what He wills [and plans]. He bestows females according to His Will and He
bestows the males according tasH\ill

50. Or He bestows both mixture; males and females, and He leaves barren whom

He wills: for He is full of Knowledge and Power.}Shura

The reason that the translation lack accuracy here is that; in Arabic Language the
order of words matters. Whenmething precedes another, then it reflects that the
former is more important or has more value than the later. Therefore, the
translation was manipulated because females preceded males in verse 49. The
balance is restored as males preceded females inS@rkaoticed many

examples while writing this book of inaccuracy in the translation order to impose

Saudi interpretation.

God knows that men will do unjust to women who deliver females therefore, He
attributed the gender of the baby to His will. Godtbes according to His Will,

158



males by enabling thgr) sperm to fertilize the egg. Or God bestows according to

His Will, females by enabling th&X) sperm to fertilize the egg.

Some people arehoosing the worst Arabic societies culture to represent Islam.
Islam is universal massage for humanity, it is not restricted to Arabs. Muslims hold
the idea that to understand their religion better they need to learn Arabic in order to
read the Quran. A person who read and speak Arabic language is considered
Arabic.He does not need to lose his original identity, but he adds to it if he wills.
Historically; aiginal Arabs welcome him. For example he can become American
Arab or African Arab. This person will not adopt Arabic culture, he will only adopt
Arabic languageln the past this was the way being Arabs spread; occupying vast
areas. As a result so many practices and cultures entered in Islam and become the
so called Arabic culture. Some of these cultures (Saudi, Egypt) maintained
practices that are contrary tsldm such as discrimination against women. Other
cultures (Palestine) honored women in accordance to Islam. The fact that Arabs are
vast nation living in 23 countries reflect that what Arabs do or do not do might be
very different. | personally have no ml&hat is the Arabic culture in Algeria.
Moreover some Arabs practicing Arabic culture are not Muslim3ordan we

have Christian Arabs who are living in their home Jordan. They share with Muslim
Arabs very similar culture, but they are not Musliffiserefore when Islam is to

be taught in Academic setting; it is not to be taught baseérabic culture.

Issue numbeB- The punishment for stealing is cutting the hand

The punishment for stealing is Gagy one hand only at the wrist, but is this is

always the case?

159



{41. As to the thief. Male or female, cut atfieir hands: A punishment by way of
example, from Allah, for their crime: And Allah is Exalted in Power.
42. But if the thief repent after his crime, and amend his conduct, Allah

turn to him in forgiveness; for Allah is Offorgiving, Most Merciful.}Maeda

To answer the above question, we need to examine the use of the word cut in other

verses in the Quran.

1- Cutis used to mean physical cutting
{or the cutting off of hands} Maeda 33

2- Make wound
{When she heard of their malicious talk, she sent for them and prepared a
banquet for them: she gave each of them a knife: and she said (to Joseph),
come out before them. when they saw him, thy did extol him, and (in their
amazement) cut their hands: thewisl, God preserve us no mortal is this is
none other than a noble angle}
3-separation
{We (cut) broke them up into sections on this earth. there are among them
some that are the righteous, and some that are the opposite. we have tried
them with both prospety and adversity: in order that they might turn (to
us).}Araf 168
Also
{ But people have cut off their affair (of unity), between them, into sects:

each party rejoices in that which is with itself.} Muminon

All these meanings can be understood whemead the verse aboveAs to the
thief. Male or female, cut oftheir hands}. Which punishment are we to apply

depends on the context. If the theif is poor we can understand the meaning as (cut
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off all the reasons that caused him to steal). For exampéig unemployed find

him a job.It happened in Omer Ibn Al Katab time that workers robbed from the
rich man they work for. When the kalif (president) questioned them he knew that
they robbed their employer because he did not give them their full salagr. O
called the employer and burnished him. He never punished the poor workers.
Literal implementation of punishment would run against the higher objective of
justice. Poor thieves would be twice victimized. (Tareq Rama@angr Ibn Al
Katabdid not do awg from the Quran, in the contrary he understood the verse as

cut off the reasons that forced the thief to steal.

For the thieves to be punishey physical cuttinghey should have committed the
robbery out of greedy. Muslims scholars say that in ordgh®punishment to be
executed, thieves should have their own secure job, salary, house, car (the means
of transportation at a specific time), and spotare over the stealing action

should be repeated as God used exaggeration form of the verb.

In Islam poor have rights in the money of rich. If the rich are not giving the poor
their rights then distributive justice is broken. To restore distributive justice even
by stealing is not punishable. When the individual steals from those who control
the recours to feed his family and avoid starving to death, he is not to be blamed.
The collectors for the resources are the ones to be blamed instead. Of course the

thieve can use prosthesis.

By looking at the consequences of capitalism and the number of peaplingt
worldwide, we can appreciate the fairness of this punishment for those wido hoar
up money, and steal the resources. All commands and prohibitions stated by the
divine lawgiver and established by the prophet aim to promote good and to benefit

human leings and to protect them from evil, from harm and from subsequent
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suffering. There can be no evil more than the economical crisis in developing
counties. Children are unable to go to school because of poverty. In Jordan (a
country that have 6 million intgtant) 100,000 childbeg in the street@ccording

to Al Jazarah news channelyouth are unable to get marry because of poverty. In
Algeria, 50% of the girls are old maids. Married couple are unable to leave the
parents homes because they cannot affemting apartment. Middle class is
crushed, unemployment is the norm not the exception. People who find a job are
subject to all kinds of abuse becaustey do not accept the abysieere are long
lines of others who will accept the abuse. Peopléaaced to immigrate, they

look for hope in the new country. However, they have to spend the rest of their life
in societies that are not welcoming them. | want the reader to reflect on those
meanings before making the judgment about the harshness afahegst

punishment in Islam.

Rich lady stole in the Arabia. People interceded for Prophet Mohammed not to cut
her hand. Mohammed said: The previous nations destruction was due their attitude:
if the Noble or most advantaged steel they do not execute tiishment, but if

the worst off steel they do. The woman hand was cut.

Issue 8 No sexual freedom the society,

Hijab or burgua (nigab). in order to avoid rape

No mingling between sexes

No advertising by using ladies

The idea of Hijabas oppressioaminentfrom westen society perspective.

Double standa The girl is autonomous to wear swimming suit, but she is not

autonomous if she wants to wear head veil.
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There are so many sugsuesn thisargument that needs clarification.

1- covering the faceAdopted to Islam from Judaism.

A

>

>

>

6 If a woman does not cover her head, she should have her hair cut off; and
if it is a disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut or shaved off, she should
cover her head. 7A man ought not to cover his hepdifice he is the image
and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man. 8For man did not
come from woman, but woman from man; 9neither was man created for
woman, but woman for man. 1@Rhis reason, and because of the angels,

the woman ought to have a sign of authority on her head. 1 Corinthians 11

13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her
head uncovered?

*Now | want you to realize that the head ofrgwean is Christ, and the head
of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is &Bdery man who prays

or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his Héam every woman
who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors hed liteiad

just as though her head were shav8ifla woman does not cover her head,
she should have her hair cut off; and if it is a disgrace for a woman to have
her hair cut or shaved off, she should cover her h&aenan ought not to
cover his head since he is themage and glory of God; but the woman is
the glory of man®For man did not come from woman, but woman from man;
*neither was man created for woman, but woman for ff&or this reason,
and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a sign of gudimorit
her head.

11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 | do not

permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent.
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A 14And Adam was not the one deceived:; it was the woman who was deceived
and became a sinner5But womerd] will be savedp] through
childbearing if they continue in faith, love arftliness with proprietyl
Timothy 2

Covering the chest is what Islam ordered using the veil that covers the hair.

{they should draw their veils over thelrosomsand not display their beauty
except to theié é } Nur

{59. O Prophet! Telyour wives and daugters, and the believing women,
that theyshould cast their outer ganents over their persons [when
abroad]: that is mostonvenient, that they should be known [as such] and
not molested. And Allah i©ft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.}Ahzab

The Arabic verssays: not hurt rather than not molested. Again imposing Saudi

interpretation on the Quran. The translation should be:

{O Prophet! Tellyour wives and daughters, and the believing women, that they
should cast their outer garments over their persons [when abroad]: that is most
convenientthat they should be knowfas such] and not hurtAnd Allah is Oft
Forgiving, Most Merciful.} 52 Ahzab, orThe Confederates

Clearly (Ahzab 95) is stating that wemshould be knowrbut not hurt The only
way women are known is if their faces are shoMuslim scholars explain this
verse that it means women are known with piety so they are not hurt. This
explanation is not supported by the verse in the Quran that states

{31. And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and guard
their modesty; that they should not display their beauty and ornamentsept
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what [must ordinarily] appear theref; that they should draw their veils over
their bosoms and not display their beauty except\io}
Discussing Hijab will followin a form of dialogue between me and Gift.

Second issue is Islaperspectiveabout the relations between men and women
and Islam remedy to rape, social injustice, and male dominance:

1-Similar behavior should be adopted by men and eomoth are ordered to

lower their gaze, both should speak in a decent way not in a provocative one (a
speech that is just).

{Say to thebelieving men that they should lower their gaze and guard their
modesty: that will make for greater purity for them: And Allah is well acquainted
with all that they do.

And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and guard their
modesy; that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except what
[must ordinarily] appear thereof; that they should draw their veils over their

bosoms and not display their beauty except to thefNur30-31

2-Both men and women should protect theivate parts.

{For Muslim men and women,for believing men and women, for devout men

and women, for true men and women, for men and women who are patient and
constant, for men and women who humble themselves, for men and women who
give in Charity, for men and women who fast [and deny themselves], for men

and women who guard their chastity (protect their private parts), and for men
and women who engage much in Allah's prais&r them has Allah prepared

forgiveness and great reward.} 35 Ahzab, or The &aterates
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3-Both should dress in modesty, however women are commanded to cover their
body except the apparent. Women cover so that men treat them as a individual
humans not as females. Women are not reduced to their sexuality. Covering helps
women not tdoe objectified (in my opinion this could be the meaning of (hurt) in
the verse). Covering has nothing to do with men authority over women or with
image of God. God does not look neither like man nor like woman). Men focus on
women face and word languageher than the body language. People appreciate

women logic, reasoning, personality, and perspectives.

BS.1Version Mary (Peace be upon her) veiled when she was alive. Question for

those who claim that the veil is oppression was version Mary oppressed woman?

BS. 2: The virginity in Islam is for Marry, not for Jesus. Jesus was a man. Marriage
Is encouragetbr all people The Quran did not say whether he got married or
lived as single. To us it does not matter any vilagphets Mohammed, Abraham,

Sul ei manéext. all got marri ed. No monks

{ 38. We did send messengers befgpoe, and appointed for them wives and
Children} Rad 38

3- Similar punishment to both gendeysilty of adultery. It should be public
punishment to avoid social acceptance of such action.

{The woman and the man guilty of adultery or fornicaticrflog each of them
with a hundred stripes: Let notompassion move you in their case, in atier
prescribed by Allah, if yolbelieve in Allah and the Last Day: and let a party of
the Believers witness their punishment.

Let no man guilty of adultery or fornication marry and but a woman similarly
guilty, or an Unbeliever: nor let adulterous woman marry any but similarly

guilty man or an Unbeliever: to the Believers such a thing is forbidden.} 2.3 Nur
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4-Allah encourages marriage

{ Make those among you who are single, or the virtuous ones among yourselves
male or female Marry: if they are in poverty, Allah will give them means out of
His grace: for Allah encompassall, and he knows all things.

33. Let those who find not the wherewithal for marriage keep themselves chaste,

until Allah gives them meansut of His grace.}3233 Nur

Marriagerooted intranquility,compassionand mer cy . Edward Gi b
Apostle of God (Mohammedubmitted to the menial officed the family: he

kindled the fire(to cook) swept the floor; milked the ewes; and mended with his

own hands his shoes and garments. Disdaining the penance and merit of a hermit,

he observed without effort of vanity, t

wasa Commander Who Swept the Floor afitked the Ewes.

Rape issue:

Comparison between rape incidence in deferent countries in the world reveals that

the Islamic system is protecting women from rape.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape statistics#UN Statistics

A United Nationsstatistical report compiled from government sources showed that
more than 250,000 cases of midenale rape or attempted rape were recorded by

police annually. The reported data covered 65 countries

UN Statistics
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This list indicates the number of, and papita cases of recorded rape. It does not

include cases of rape which go unreported, or which are not rect¥ded.

2001 2002 2001 Rate / 2002 Rate /
Country

Count Count 100,000 100,000
United Kingdom |10,601 13,395 17.95 22.62
United States of

_ 90,863 95,136 31.85 32.99

America
Tunisia(Muslim) (338 306 3.49 3.13
South Africa 54,293 52,425 121.16 115.61
Oman(Muslim) 109 115 4.4 4.53
Morocco(Muslim) (997 1,015 3.42 3.42
Canada 24,044 24,350 77.36 77.64
Belgium 2,315 2,436 22.5 23.57
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Below is dialogue between me and Christian theoldgiaastcalled(Gift). | will
present it as an example of polite, mindful dialogue that aims to understand each

other rather than to attack, mock or humiliate.

Reem: il cover so that men treat me as

my sexuality. It is my sexality that | covemot my femininity. Tke covering of the
former allowsthe liberation of the latérCovering helps me not being objectified.

Men focus on my face and my words language rather than my body language.

People appreciate my logic, reasoning,)ps onal i ty, and per spec

Gift: This statement contradicts itself because femininity, | thought brings
personhood to a womarnto be treated as a person, | thought, a woman should be a
womani If there is no contradiction in this statement thus,sb aheans femininity

is lowered to liberate the woman.

Reem: femininitysocial statusrationality;educational levelmotherhoodfriend
ship,_(totality ) brings personhood to a woman. Reducing women to this concept

femininity, | thought brings personbd is exactly why they shtalicover.

Gift: Is it also not taking for granted that men appreciate the physicality of the
women, al though 90% could be true, but

responsibility should be borne by women?
Reem: Men are respons{/And tell men believers to lower their gaz8uran

Modesty is behavior for both men and wemMen also have to cover although to
a lesser extent. Modesty is not only about dressing. Men anémgpeak in a
certain way, behave in a certain way, do nay lone in a place. It is shared

behavior that has nothing to do with not celebrating manhood or femininity.
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Man can be moodiest and still celebrate manhood

In the bible Femininity ipunishedoecause she has given Adam the apple. As
punishment she has her menstruation. In Quran men andniama hounded

equally. She has her menstruation as a natural physiological process. Both Adam
and his wife ate from the tree, then they repent. The stoly leere. We did not
evencame to earths punishmen{Adam paradise was on earth)t as people

with task, that is to build the earth.

{They said (Adam andis wife); "Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If you
forgive us not, and bestow not upon ¥®ur Mercy, we shall certainly be of the

loserg

Gift: If femininity is not regarded as evil, again, should it not be celebrated?

Yes it is celebrated. However, with the mdrewoman choose for herself (her
husband,and her some of heelatives It is not to becelebrated with men in the
street. Question for you Gift: what level of celebration with men in the street are

you suggesting? Where do you draw the line?

| admit that wearing the veil is hard. Women have natural inclination to celebrate
their beaity even outside their home. However, by covering | am protecting fellow
women, they are protecting me. It is a form of women social solidarity. Her
husband is unable to see my wearing my full garments and in return my husband is
unable to see her weiag her full garments. The wife might not be able to compete
with other women in their beauty. The man will start to compare his wife with

other women. He might develop uneasy feelings towards his wife. He might miss
treat his wife With all due respect tmen gender, they are superficimloking is
extremely important for them. Women who are not covering are practicing
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